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T a General Meeting of the Society 
in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian 


Knowledge, 


REesoLVED, 


Trar the Thanks of the Society be 
given to the Reverend Alexander L un- 
can, D. D. Miniſter of the Goſpel at 


Smalholm, for his excellent Sermon 


pPreached this Day before them; and 
| that he be deſired to permit the ſame to 
j be printed for the uſe of the Society, 


(Signed) Fa. Forreft, Cl 
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Acts x. 40. 41, 


Him God raiſed up the third Day, and ſhewed 
him openly, not unto all the people, but unto 
witneſſes choſen before of God, even to us, 
who did eat and drink with him, after he 
roſe from the dead. 


FT HE reſurreQion of Jeſus from the dead is 
an eſſential article of the Chriſtian faith, on 

which the certainty of his divinity chiefly de- 
pends. However reaſonable his doctrine might 
appear to have been, his commiſſion, as a Pro- 
phet ſent from heaven, was not confirmed; 
neither was ſufficient evidence given, that the 
atonement which he had offered for the ſins of 


188 
men was accepted : * So that, if Chriſt be not 
* riſen, our preaching is vain ; and your faith is 
* alſo vain ; ye are yet in your fins &. 


It has therefore been the particular care of di- 
vine Providence that the truth of this important e- 
vent ſhould, in the moſt convincing manner, be 
made manifeſt. For * God raiſed him up the third 
* day,” as he himſelf had foretold, and ſhewed 
* him openly, not unto all the people, but unto 
« witneſſes choſen before of God.” 


From the ſolemn farewel which our Lord 


took of the Scribes and Phariſees, and people in 


the temple, where he had taught daily, it is evi- 
dent that he meant that part of his miniſtry was 
finiſhed, and that he never intended again pu- 
blicly to appear to the people as a Prophet, 
When he faid, © Your houſe is left unto you 
* deſolate, ye ſhall not ſee me henceforth F. Or; 


as he ſaid after this, to his diſciples, © Yet a little 


* while, and the world feeth me no more, but ye 
* ſhall ſee me J. 

The rulers alſo had appeared ſo much preju- 
diced againſt him, and had ſo often gone about 
to ſeek his life, that he judged it unneceſſary 
any more to appear to them, 'They had all 

| heard 
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heard of the fame of his miracles, and were 
certainly informed, that he had, in the ſight of 
many witneſſes, at Bethany, within two miles 
of Jeruſalem, raiſed Lazarus from the dead, a 
perſon of ſome conſideration in that place; yet 
were they ſo far from being induced thereby to 
4 believe, that they were the more exaſperated a- 
, gainſt Chriſt, and * conſulted to put Lazarus 
'  * alfo to death, becauſe that by reaſon of him 
3 * many of the Jews went away, and believed on 

© Jeſus,” 


The Apoſtle ſays, © God raiſed him up, and 
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( ſhewed him openly, not to all the people, but 

c unto witnefles before chen of God.“ The 

word is very emphatic ; it refers to the me- 

thod of chooſing magiſtrates and public officers, 

by lifting up, or ſtretching out the hand, as if 

, the wiſdom, or peculiar hand of God, had been 

. evidently ſeen in making choice of theſe wit- 

9 neſſes, even to us who did eat and drink with 
bl him after he roſe from the dead.” 

% | It has been often obſerved, that the beſt way 

5 to learn the true nature and great deſign of the 


goſpel, is to conſider it in itſelf as narrated in 
the Scriptures of truth, free from thoſe unrea- 
ſonable objections, or wrangling queſtions, with 
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proof of the reſurrection of Jeſus. 
dence of that important matter is clear and 


8 


which diſputatious men have been at pains to 
darken it. This obſervation may, with great 
juſtice, be applied to the evidences of the truth 
of our holy religion, and particularly to the 
The evi- 


convincing, in the plainneſs and ſimplicity in 
which it is recorded in the New Teſtament, en- 
tirely abſtracted from that which may ariſe 


from oppoſition, or which becomes neceſſary to 


be offered in its defence, when the truth of it 
is called in queſtion. 
What I propoſe, therefore, from this text, 


is, by the bleſſing of God, to endeavour, 


I, To ſtate the evidence of the reſurrection 
of Jeſus, as recorded by the Apoſtles and E- 


vangeliſts. 


II. To conſider what the amount of this evi- 


dence is, in the plain and unaffected manner in 


which it is narrated in the New Teſtament. 
And, 

III. What inferences or ölen may juſt- 
ly follow from this ſubject. 


The occaſion of our meeting together 1s 


an open profeſſion before all men, that we 


believe 


9-7 


believe in Chriſt as the reſurrection and the 


life, and wiſh well to the intereſt and proſpe- 


rity of his kingdom ; yet I truit the ſubject 
will not be eſteemed improper, that I endeavour. 
to put you in remembrance of theſe things, 
though ye know them, that, by reviewing the 
firm foundation on which our faith is built, we 
may all be tae more eſtabliſhed in the truth. 


I. I am then, in the % place, to endeavour 
to ſtate the evidence of the reſurrection of Je- 
ſus, as recorded by the Apoſtles and Evange- 


It docs not ſeem neceſſary to this end, that I 
Gould enter into a long diſſertation on the 


truth or authenticity of theſe writings. I need 


only obſerve, that all the books of the New 
Teſtament which have come down to us, were 
early received by the church of Chriſt, as writ- 
ten by thoſe perſons to whom they are till 
aſcribed. They were tranſcribed with great 
care, tranſlated into all languages, were diſ- 
perſed through the world, read daily as a part 
of the public worſhip in all the churches ; and 
paſſages, containing the moſt material parts of 
Chriſt's doctrine, his life and miracles, his death 


and reſurrection, with che circumſtances of his 
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aſcenſion into heaven, have been quoted by 
numberleſs authors, from the Apoſtolic age un- 
to this day. And, therefore, though ſeveral of 
theſe authors were Apoſtles, and all of them 
men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, yet we aſk 
no more in this argument, than liberty to ap- 
peal to theſe Scriptures, as genuine hiſtory, or 
authentic records, of what reſpects the death 
and reſurrection of Chriſt, 
What contributes greatly to give credit to an- 
cient records, is, when hiſtorical monuments or 
inſtitutions connected with theſe actions remain, 
to which men can appeal. Now, the veſtiges 
of ramparts, or Roman walls, to be ſeen in this 
| iſland, or the memorable column of Trajan at 
Rome, do not more clearly prove that there 
were {ſuch Emperors as Antonin, Severus, or 
Trajan, than the conſtant celebration of the 


Lord's Supper, and the obfervation of the firſt 


day of the week for public worſhip about 1750 


years, aſcertain the death and reſurrection of 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


Sceptics and unbelievers have never ſuffi- 
ciently attended to this: That, if only the ſame 


regard be paid to the writings of the New Tef- 
tament, that we ſhew to other ancient authors, 
and the facts therein recorded be true, Jeſus is 


the 
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the Son of God, and the Chriſtian Religion 
is of divine origin, Notwithſtanding all the 
irreverence and impiety that infidels have ex- 
preſſed againſt the Holy Scriptures, they have & | 
never yet pretended to prove, that the writings | \ | 
of the New Teſtament are an impoſture, to iq 
ſhew when the fraud began, or who was the 


: author of it. And, in truth, if bad men, or im 1 
th poſtors can be ſuppoſed to have produced ſuch | 4 
; books, it will puzzle the moſt faſtidious unbe- | 1 
* % liever that ever attempted to diſhonour the Þ b I 
1 7 name of Jeſus, to aſſign a conſiſtent reaſon for ö 4 
5 5 their having framed them. If books ſo obvi- | 1 
1 oully adapted to promote the honour of God, 4 
ad 0 the intereſt of virtue and goodneſs, and the real | 
0 happineſs of men, both in this world, and that 5 
which is to come, are written by wicked men, 
Satan is divided againſt himſelf, his king- | 
© dom cannot ſtand *” 604 
Taking, then, the truth of the writings of the 1 Fi 


New Teſtament for granted, the account which 
the Evangeliſts give of Chriſt is, that, as a Pro- 
phet, he publiſhed the terms of acceptance with 
God, and how thoſe who had offended him might 


obtain forgivenneſs. Whatever precepts he 
taught 


* Luke xi. 18. 


5 | * 
» * * * 
* E. 2 4. i : 
* | we. 4 deg 
7 * 2 
% It 
" 
« 1 
N 
. 
£ * 


. og BY © 2 * % 's Ds * 
_ * - 1 


Can) 


taught he exemplified, the moſt difficult as ; well 
as the moſt uſeful of them, in his own con- 
duct ; yet, what is amazing, though the ten- 
dency of all his inſtructions was to promote the 
happineſs of every individual, the benefit of 
human ſociety, and obedience, in every rea- 
ſonable inſtance, to lawful authority, and his 
whole life employed 1 in doing good, he often 
foretold that he was to ſuffer a cruel and igno- 


minious ceath, * The Son of Man muſt be 
, delivered to the Gentiles, and to the hands of 


* ſinful men; they ſhall mock and ſcourge, and 


© ſpit upon ia; he ſhall be crucified and d gain, 
* and the third day he ſhall riſe again “. 


What Jeſus had, in this manner, foretold, ex- 
actly came to paſs, To gratify the jealouſy and 
revenge of the Jews, Pilate, the Roman gover- 
nour, condemned him to be crucified; though 
he declared he found in him no fault 1 "" 
death. | Jeſus was openly put to death at Jeru- 
ſalem, at the Paſſover, and crucified in the ſight 
of many witneſſes. He remained on the croſs, 


in the view of all men, till he certainly expired. 
His enemies, and thoſe who had the care of Sia ge 
crucifixion committed to them, declared he was 


dead 


E 
dead already *, ſo that it was unneceſſary to 
break any of bis bones to haſten his death. His wo. 
friends were ſo firmly perſuaded that he was 'Y 
really dead, that they took his body down from 1 
the croſs, wrapped it in linen, with ſpices, and 
laid it in a ſepulchre hewed out of a rock, where- 
in never man was laid, and rolled a great ſtone 
* on the mouth of the ſepulchre. Yet, on the 
| third day after his crucifixion, Jeſus certainly 
roſe from the dead, and after that remained 
forty days upon earth; ſo that they had repeated 
opportunities of ſatisfying themſelves that he 
was ſurely alive, by many infallible proofs, | 


The various opportunities which the diſciples 1 9 
had of ſeeing and converſing with Chriſt after 5 


his reſurrection, as enumerated by the apoſtles 
and evangeliſts, are theſe that follow : 


The firſt to whom he appeared was | Mary 93 4 | 
Magdalene. | 


John xix. 33. 

+ Mary Magdalene has very improperly been taken for the 
woman, Luke vii. 37. who, in the houſe of the Phariſee, waſh- 
ed Jeſus's feet with her tears, anointed them with ointment, 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head. This anointing 
was near two years prior to that recorded, Matth. XXFli. 6. in 

_ circumſtances alſo very different. That woman was no gueſt: 
of the family, but only came in to hear the inſtructions of 
Chriſi, after ſhe knew that he was in the houſe. That woman 


had been diſlolute i in her morals, and Was of ſo ill fame, that 


TS. . 
n 
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pulchre. 
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Magdalene. Some other women, who had been 


his diſciples, had followed him to Mount Cal- 
vary. Of them ſeveral, at a diſtance, beheld his 
crucifixion ; but Mary Magdalene ſtood near the 
croſs to aſſiſt the Virgin Mother in her great di- 
ſtreſs. Theſe women went, on the firſt day of 
the week, eaily, when it was yet dark “, to in- 
quire after the dead body ; probably imagining 


that the guards would not hurt them, nor dread 


any diſturbance from four or five helpleſs timo- 
rous women. They went there with no appa- 
rent 


the Phariſees found fault with Chriſt for allowing her to come 
near him. We cannot imagine that the bleſſed Jeſus, who 
was holy, and ſeparate from ſinners, would have received a 
perſon of bad report among the number of his familiar friends, 
whatever good, as a phyſician, he was willing to do to her 
ſoul, by calling her to repentance. Beſides, that Mary Mag- 
dalene ſeems to have been of ſuperior condition, ſhe is always 
reckoned among his firſt friends, 0 one that miniſtered to 
him of her ſubſtance. | 
* 'The longeſt day in Paleſtine, or 1 is fourteen 1 
and a quarter. On the 16th of April, the ſun, to them, riſes 
about twenty minutes before ſix o'clock. As the women came 
to the ſepulchre in the dawn of che morning, about the riſing 
of the ſun, (Mark xvi. 2. ) it is very probable that Jeſus roſe 
from the dead about, or after, four o'clock ; for, as he had 
not left the garden when Mary Magdalene and her compa- 
nions came to the ſepulchre, we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe, that, if 
he had riſen in the evening of the Sabbath, he would till that 
time have remained all night in the garden, or ſo near the ſe- | 


(m9 3 


rent expotiation of finding Chriſt riſen ; but, as 
he had been buried on the evening of the pre- 
paration day, in ſome ſort of haſte, becauſe the 
Sabbath drew on *, Mary Magdalene and her 
companions came to the ſepulchre, with the ſpi- 
ces and ointments, early that morning, to com- 
plete the e due to his body, by 1 
it. | | 
When they came to the elite they did 
not know what effects the earthquake had pro- 
duced, and were anxious how they would be 
able to remove the great ſtone from the mouth 
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of it ; but ſeeing the ſtone rolled away, and the 
ſepulchre open, thought ſome perſon or other 
had carried away the body. Mary, therefore, 
with fear, ran into the city to bring the diſciples 
word, that the ſepulchre was open, but the body 
was not in it. She had then no notion that Je- 
ſus was riſen from the dead, and might, very 
probably, have been afraid of being accuſed as 
concerned in carrying away the dead body 4. 
She told the diſciples, They have taken away 
my Lord out of the ſepulckre, and we know not 
where they have laid him. | 
Peter and John immediately ran to the ſe 
pulchre; Mary, turning back, followed: them. 
In this diſtreſs ſhe ſtood there ſome time and 
HTO on „ wept. 
John xx- . + Mark xvi. 3. 1 John xx. 2. 
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| wept. Afterwards, ſtooping down, and looking 
NT into the ſepulchre, ſhe ſaw. the two attendant 
1 angels, who aſked her“ Why ſhe wept ? She 
' mY mY 7 | 


ſaith unto them, Becauſe they have taken away | 
* my Lord, and I know not. where they have 
laid him.“ Jeſus by that time had not gone far 
from the ſepulchre. Mary turning about, ſaw 
a perſon whom ſhe took to be the proprietor of 
the garden. This was Jeſus himſelf, He aſked 
the cauſe of her weeping. She replied, like a 
perſon full of ſorrow, who thought every one 
knew the object of her diſtreſs as well as ſhe 
herſelf did, Sir, if thou have born him hence, : 
© tell me where wow haſt laid him, and I wal 
take him away.“ | 
Upon this Jeſus made himelf known to | her, 
by familiarly calling her by her name f, while 
Mary, with eagerneſs, ran to graſp him in her 
arms. But he ſaid unto her, Touch me 


11 * not, I am not yet aſcended unto my Father, 


but go and tell my brethren, and ſay unto 
| © them, I aſcend to my Father, and your Fa- 
'* ther, and to my God and your God. That 
is, he intended yet to ſtay fome time with his 
friends in this world; and, as he had formerly 
told them, they ſhould all be fully ſatisfied that 
he would aſcend to his Father in heaven, from 
whom 


* 
whom he came. Upon this Mary went a ſecond 
time to the diſciples, and told them, that ſhe had 


ſeen the Lord, and that he had ſpoken theſe 


things unto her. 5 

2. Jeſus appeared to the other women who 
had come to the ſepulchre. Theſe women were 
Mary * the mother of James and Joſes, who was 
a near relation of the Virgin Mary; Salome 
alſo, called the mother of the ſons of Zebedee, 
was with them; and Joanna, very probably 


the wife of Chuza, a conſiderable officer in He- 


rod's houſehold. This perſon Jeſus had relieved 
from ſome very ſevere diftreſs ; ſhe and Mary 
Magdalene, from a grateful ſenſe of what had 
been ſo mercifully done for them, piouſſy at- 
tended on his inſtructions, and miniſtered unto 
him of their ſubſtance. 


At the ſepulchre, the angel of the Lord had 
told the women that Jeſus was not there, he was | 


riſen, they might look into the place where the 
body was laid ; he bid them alſo go tell his 
diſciples and Peter he goeth before you into 
Galilee, there ſhall ye ſee him, as he ſaid unto 
you. Theſe pious perſons, with a mixture of 


joy and fear, fled from the ſepulchre, and ran 


C | e 


* Matth. xxviii. 1. Luke xxiv. 10. Mark xvis 1. 
1 Luke viii. 2. 3. 1 Mark xvi. 7. 
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to bring the good news to the diſciples. As they 
went, Jeſus met them, and, in his uſual manner, 


ſaluted them, ſaying, All hail*. Upon this they 


proſtrated themſelves before him, embraced his 


feet, and worſhipped him. Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
© Be not afraid, go tell my brethren that I go be- 


fore them into Galilee, there they ſhall ſee me. 


Many of the difciples were of that province, and 
very readily, after the paſſover, would return 


to their families and employments. 
None could have been witneſſes of the reſur- 


rection of Jeſus but thoſe to whom he was well 
known before his death, who, on a careful in- 
ſpection, could be fully ſatisfied that he was the 
identical perſon that was crucified. With very 


good reaſon did he, on this account, appear to 


the women, as they, for a conſiderable time, had 
been his diſciples, and were witneſles of his cru- 


cifixion. 


Jeſus ſeems to have appeared to them, firſt, in 
conſideration of their tender ſex, that they might WW 
not be ſwallowed up with over much ſorrow; 1 
or in return to the uncommon regard which they | 
had always manifeſted for him; from their af- 
fectionate concern, the firſt motion of making 
any inquiry after his dead body ſeems originally 

to 


* Matth. xxviii. 9. 10. 


f 
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to have ariſen, For *, in the evening of the 
preparation day, they purchaſed ſpices and oint- 


ments, with which, on the firſt day of the week, 
they came to the ſepulchre, about the riſing of 


the ſun, to embalm his body. It may very well 
have been from filial affection to the bleſſed Vir- 
gin his mother, that Jeſus firſt appeared to the 


women. They were her relations and friends, 
and had been companions of her ſorrow ; he, 


therefore, appeared firſt to them, that they might 


1 joy of being to her the meſſengers of 


glad tidings, that he was riſen from the dead, and 
was really alive, that they had ſeen him, and 

converſed with him. if 
In recording hiſtorical events, nothing is more 
common than authors not following exactly the 
order in which the things happened; but ſome- 
times they will mention a thing in general, and 
afterwards more particularly enumerate the cir- 
cumſtances of it; or relate a thing by way of 
anticipation, and afterward, in its own place, 
amplify and enlarge on it . In this view, it 
can 


* Luke xxiii. 26. 
+ When feveral authors agree in narrating the principal 
facts of hiſtory, though they may differ in ſmaller circum- 
ſtances, ſuch difference is never conſidered as affecting the 
credibility of the whole. No ſubje& of antiquity is more 
| known, 


\ 
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can be no exception to the truth of the womens 
evidence that, perhaps, the exact order of time 
has not been obſerved in recording the circum- 
ſtances of it, eſpecially when we eall to mind in 
what agitation of ſpirit they muſt then have 
been. They came to the ſepulchre in the duſk 
of the morning, afraid of the guards, the fight 
of the angels added to their alarm: When 
they found not the body, they fled with trem- 
bling and amazement, and ſaid nothing to any 
man. When we add to their ſorrow and diſap- 
pointment, the inexpreſſible anguiſh of the pi- 
ous Mother of our Lord, who was their rela- 
tion, and of their company, and had fo lately 
ſeen her ſon, of whom, from the very firſt, 
. ſhe had the juſteſt reaſon to form the greateſt ex- 
1 3 pßeecdations, ſuffer an ignominious and cruel death, 
8 and remember, that theſe affectionate friends 
could not but participate of her grief, there can 
be no ſurpriſe if what theſe women narrated had 
not been as unfeeling as that of an indifferent 


ſpectator, 


known, or better authenticated, than the hiſtory af Julius Cae- 
far, particularly of his death or aſſaſſination in the ſenate. Al- 
though, in ſome circumſtances, Sueton, Plutarch, and Vale- 
rius Maximus, differ from one another, as in ſome things Ci: 
gero does from all the three; yet theſe ſmaller variations, are 
LL not thought to leſſen the credit due to the hiſtory to which 
1 they erer a 
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ſpectator, who coldly looked on, and as cool- 


ly afterward repeated things in which he was 
nowiſe intereſted. 5 
The evangeliſts had the account of theſe ap- 


* 


pearances from the women themſelves, who, 
doubtleſs, narrated the circumſtances according 


to truth, and as they occurred to their remem 
brance; what followed confirmed their teſti- 


mony that Jeſus was really riſen; for he was 
ſeen afterward by many witneſſes. 
3. On the ſame day of his reſurrection, Jeſus 


was ſeen by the apoſtle Peter . From the in- 
timation of the women, that the body was not 
in the ſepulchre, he and the apoſtle John ran 


to the ſepulchre; John out-1an Peter, and ſtoop. 
ing down, and looking in, ſaw the linen cloths 
+ lie, yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon 
* Peter following him, and went into the ſepul- 


C chre, and ſaw the linen cloths lie, and the nap- 
kin that was about his head, not lying with 


the linen cloths, but wrapt together in a a place 


hy itſelf,” 


As the linen was left in 1 the ſepulchre, it ſhew- 
ed that the dead body had not been carried away 
by any other perſon, otherwiſe, for decency, 


they would alſo have taken the linen to cover 
N, 


John xx. 6. 7. 


U 2t } 


it. The linen folded together ſhewed, that e- © 
ſus had not riſen in ſurpriſe or unexpectly, but 
by his own power, as he had foretold them“, 
* I lay down my life, that I may take it up a- 
gain; this power no man taketh from me ;' and 
that he had not, in fear or hurry, fled from the 
ſepulchre, but deliberately waited, and folded 
the linen together, and laid the napkin f na 
place by itſelf. 
The napkin that was about his head was uſed 
in form of a cere-cloth by the Jews in the buri- 
als of their dead. It was ſpread over with F 
ſpices and ointments to cover the face, and was 
wrapped about the head, As we lee in the 
reſurreQion of Lazarus T, He that had been 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 
grave cloths, and his face bound about with a 
* napkin.” The countenance of a dead friend is 
a very affecting ſight; in warm climes the body 
ſoon begins to putrify, and the face to be diſ- 
figured ; in their burials, therefore, the face was 
carefully covered. In a cold cave, cut out of a 
rock, cloſe covered with ſtone, and a great ſtone 
51 bl 
* John x. 18. 
4 In order to embalm the = of Jeſus for his burial, 


John xix. 39. Nicodemus is ſaid to have brought a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred — weight, 


T John xi. 44. 
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= IF on the mouth of it, there could be no reſpira- 
it tion. The body of Jeſus, thus wrapped and roll- 
„ ed at his interment, with his face cloſely cover- 
- ed, continuing there three days, proved he was 
d certainly dead, and, therefore, his refurreQion 
e © miraculous. The effect which this ſight had on 
d the apoſtles was, that they ſaw and believed, not 
a only what the women had told them, but alſo that 
= Jeſus was riſen from the dead; for, till then, 
l MF © they underſtood not what the reſurrection from 
no 3s the dead could mean.” 
5 It is very evident, that, on the day of bis re- 


ſurrection, Jeſus did appear to Peter; for, in the 
evening of it, when the two diſciples returned 
from Emaus, they found the apoſtles gathered 
together, and thoſe that were with them, their 
converſation was on this very ſubject, the Lord 
© is riſen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon.“ 
In the ſummary of the witneſſes of the reſur- 
reQion recited by the holy apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 
xv. 5. he ſays, He was ſeen of Cephas, (a name 
early given by * Chriſt himſelf ro the holy a- 
poſtle Peter) then of the twelve, the common 
appellation of the apoſtles, 
4. In the afternoon of the ſame day, as two 
of the diſciples were going to Emaus, a vil- 
lage 


John i. 42. J Luke xxiv. 13. 


ESE 


lage about ſeven miles diſtant from Jeruſalem, 
Jeſus came up with them, They were very 
much afflicted with the death of their Lord, and 


converſed together in a very diſtreſsful manner, 


little expecting that he was riſen from the dead, 

or that they ſhould meet with him by the way. 

Jeſus aſked the reaſon of their being ſo ſad “. 
One of them, whoſe name was Cleophas, (and 
1s agreed to have been the ſame name with Al- 
pheus the father of two of the apoſtles) told him 
it was for a cauſe of which every body might 
have heard, their Lord and maſter had been 


crucified and lain at Jeruſalem, and had pro- 
miſed to riſe again the third day; they truſted 
it had been he that was to have redeemed Iſrael; 5 
but now, when the third day was come, certain 
women of their company had gone early to the 
ſepulchre, and found not the body; but a viſion 
of angels told them that he was alive T. When 


ſome of his followers went, ſoon afterward, to 


the ſepulchre, they found it true that the wo- 


men had ſaid, the ban was not there; but him 
15 they ſaw not. 


The ſorrow and . which theſe | 


two diſciples ſuffered becauſe they could not find 
their Lord, though the body was removed out 
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of the ſepulchre, the little expectation they had 
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of meeting him at ſuch a diſtance from Jeruſa- 
lem toward evening, beſides, that he was cer- 
tainly* clothed in a manner different from what 


he had formerly F been, will naturally account 
for the diſciples not knowing him at firſt. 80 


that there ſeems no neceſſity of interpreting the 
words of the evangeliſt, * Their eyes were hola 


den that they knew him not, as if, by any mi- 


raculous interpoſition of providence, they had 
been for ſome time kept from knowing him. 


After the diſciples had told the cauſe of their 


diſtreſs, Jeſus endeavoured to remove their fears, 
by ſhewing them that, in the ſcriptures, it was 
propheſied that Meſſiah ſhould ſuffer theſe things, 


* and, 


* Mark xvi. 12. 


+ Some have aſked a queſtion on this n in truth, in 
reference to the great cauſe, is but little) How Jeſus, on his 
reſurrection from the dead, was provided with clothes? It i is 


rather ſpeaking diminutively of that unlimited power which 


Chriſt exerciſed over the whole frame of nature, when the 


_ winds and ſeas obeyed him, and over the means of life, when, 


on one occaſion, he fed 5000, and on another 4000, with 
five barley loaves and two ſmall fiſhes; and even raiſed him- 
ſelf from the dead, to ſuppoſe that he could not eaſily ſupply 
himſelf with any of the neceſſaries or accommodations of life. 
His own emphatic words afford a ſufficient anſwer to this 
queſtion, Matth. vi. 25. 18 not the life more than meat, and 
© the body than raiment ? 


( 26 ) 


and, by his ſufferings, come to his kingdom, 
All this while they knew him not ; but having, 
by theſe means, prepared them for a full diſco- 
very of himſelf, he went in with them to the 
houſe; and while he fat at meat with them, 
he took bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and 
| gave to them, in the manner in which he uſed 
to do before his death. By this time, as their 
minds were compoled, they were fully convin- 
ced that he was Jeſus. Having thus anſwered 
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| the intent of his coming up with them by the 
way, he very ſoon left them“. On his ſudden 
| | 


departure they began to reflect what devout and 
warm impreſſions his converſation had made on 
them: Saying one to another, did not our 
' | M=j © hearts burn within us while he talked with us 
i * by the way, and opened to us the ſcripture?” 
MW; They were ſo fully convinced that their Lord 
Al Vas riſen from the dead, that he was alive, that 
94 . they had ſeen him, and converſed with him, 3 
| that they aroſe that very hour of the night, 1 
though it was late, and returned to Jeruſalem, 9 

5 „ to carry the good news to the apoſtles. 05 
; F. That ſame evening, for the fifth time, Je- 4 | 
; ſus appeared at Jeruſalem f to the eleven, and "3 
1 thoſe that were with them. Soon after the two 5 


* Oh 
7 a 1 a) by.” 
o = 3 
| SE 1 
8 n 2 
r Cip whe} * P 2, 08 
Cd FAKE. 
«+? 83 
1 vt Tit 
- 
, 14 
Jo * 
. 
o 


-*. Take x$iv-.32- + Verſ. 36. 


1 . : 3. 4 
\ G * 1 * pap * n 771 2 * 5 
1 8 4 4 2 * - 
8 0 1 1 2 6 r : * * W . 
n % 4 7 . $ 5 ref, % ad _ 4 7 * 2 * #2 = 
ba * . - 1 4 1 7 J * id if 5 * 5 A 1 7. a 7 
"TA. | eee, ee wn | 
: r NN. 1 n POW Foy a ; h ; 
— Wen : LD" 
- — 


99 
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diſciples from Emaus had entered, and were gi- 
ving an account of Chriſt's being riſen from the 


| dead, and of the converſation they had with 


him, Jeſus came in, and introduced himſelf with 
his uſual ſalutation, Peace be unto you ! This 


unexpected appearance filled them all with 


dread and ſurpriſe ; for, as they apprehended 
themſelves in danger from the rulers, who had 
cruelly put their Lord and Maſter to death, 
they were aſſembled with ſhut doors, for fear of 
the Jews; but Jeſus comforted them, and deſi- 


| red they would not be afraid : He gave them 


alſo the moſt ſenſible and convincing evidence, 


that he was their Lord who was crucified, by 


allowing them to obſerve his hands and his feet, 
and as, on his firſt appearance, they imagined they 


had ſeen a ſpirit, he ſaid to them, Handle me 


* and ſee, for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones as 
ve ſee me have . To ſhow them that he had 


® the ſame animal e in their preſence he ate 


a piece of broiled ſiſn, and of an honey- comb: 

To prove alſo that he had the ſame conſciouſ- 
neſs, he put them in remembrance of what he 
had formerly ſaid unto them out of Moſes and 
the Prophets, and the plalms concerning Chriſt, 


that theſe things were all applicable to himſelf. 


T hen 


* Luke xxiv. 40. 44. 46. 


= 
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Then opened he their underſtandings, that they 
might underſtand the ſcriptures. And he ſaid 
unto them, * Thus it is written, and thus it be- 
* hoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to rife from the 
© dead the third day. 
Now one would really think, that theſe five 
diſtinct and ſeparate appearances of our Lord, 
on the third day from his crucifixion, ſo parti- 
cularly circumſtanced and connected together, 


H rom that to Mary Magdalene early i in the morn- 
ing, to that to the ten apoſtles and their compa=- 


ny late at night, when at leaſt nineteen or twen- 


ty diſtinCt perſons, at different times and places, 


had ſeen and converſed with him, were of 


themſelves ſufficient evidence of his reſurrection 


from the dead, though no more proof could 
have been brought to confirm it: But this evi- 


dence ſtill grows ſtronger ; for, 


0. About * eight days afterwards, the diſciples 


had another opportunity of ſeeing and conver- 


ſing with him. Thomas had not been preſent 
on the evening when Chriſt appeared to the o- 
ther ten apoſtles, and thoſe that were with 


them; but ſome of thoſe that were preſent had 


told him, that their Lord was riſen from the 


dead; he was certainly alive, they had ſeen him 


and 


* John > 26. 27. 28. 
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and converſed with him. Upon this Thomas 
deſired fuller evidence of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, for he would not believe it till he 
had acceſs to ſee and feel the wounds, which 
the nails that faſtened him to the croſs had left 
in his hands and his feet, and that which the 
ſoldier made in his fide, when he pierced it with 
a ſpear. ES 

Our Lord, during the courſe of his mini- 
ſtry, gave many proofs that he knew the 
thoughts of the heart. On this occaſion, after 
he had addreſſed them with his uſual affectionate 
ſalutation, Peace be unto you! well knowing 
that this doubt of Thomas proceeded from a 
ſincere defire of attaining the truth, and of be- 
ing fully ſatisfied in a matter of ſo great conſe- 
quence, upon which the whole of the Chriſtian 
cauſe depended, Jeſus, in the moſt condeſcend- 
ing manner, gave him all the ſatisfaction which 
he required, He ſaid unto him, * Thomas, 
* reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands, 
* and reach hither thy hand, and thruſt it into 
* my fide, and be no longer faithleſs, but belie- 
' ving.” This condeſcenſion made a moſt affec- | 
tionate impreſſion on the heart of Thomas, and 
fully ſatisfied all. his requeſt ; ſo that he cried 
out, with amazement, * My Lord, and my 


God!“ 
Happy 
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Happy it was, that ſuch particular attention 
was paid to a circumſtance ſo material, as to pur 


the evidence of the reſurrection of Jeſus beyond 
all doubt: For, in after times, ſome unbelieving 


Jew, or ſome ſceptical oppoſer of Chriſtianity, 
might have objeQed, that this particular evi- $, 
dence, of viewing the wounds in his body made 
at his crucifixion, had never been given, nor 
been demanded by any of his followers, while 
he was on earth. But ſo exactly were all things 
concerning him regarded and accompliſhed. 

7 Another occaſion on which the diſciples 
had acceſs to ſee Jeſus, after his reſurrection, 
was at the ſea of * Tiberias, where were preſent 
Simon Peter and Thomas, Nathaniel of Cana in 
Galilee, James and John the ſons of Zebedee, 
and two other diſciples. The city of Tiberias 
was about ſixty miles diſtant from Jeruſalem ; 
it ſtood on the ſea of Galilee, and the part 
thereof that waſhed its coaſts was called the ſea 
of Tiberias. Jeſus had many diſciples of that 
province. At Pentecoſt, when the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcended, the ſpectators ſaid, Are not all theſe 
that ſpeak f Galileans ?? Jeſus had frequent- 
ly been in Galilee; he left Judea about the end 
of the firſt year of his miniſtry T, when he 

heard 


| V John xxl. I. + Ads ii. 7. + John vii. 1. 
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E 
heard that John Baptiſt was caſt into priſon. 
Some time afterward he went again into Jewry; 


but was obliged to return into Galilee, and for 


the moſt part reſided there, becauſe the rulers 
ſought to kill him *, for having on the Sabbath- 

day healed a poor diſtreſſed lame man, who had 
been thirty-eight years afflicted, and had lain 
long at the Pool of Betheſda, without any per- 


ſon to aſſiſt him. 


On the night in which he was betrayed, Je- 
ſas told his diſciples, * After I am riſen, I will 
© go before you into Galilee.” The ſame was 
repeated by the angel to the women, on the 
morning of the reſurrection, and afterward by 
Chriſt bind This would undoubtedly make 
them look for him in Galilee. Three of the a- 
poſtles, Simon Peter, Philip, and Andrew, were 
of Bethſaida, a village on the lake where they 
were fiſhers, and had returned to their own 
employments. 3 
This was the firſt appearance he made to 


them in Galilee. When they ſaw him on the 
ſhore in the duſk of the morning, they knew 


him not ; but the miraculous draught of fiſhes, 
which be directed them to find on the right ſide 
of the ſhip, in a place where they had toiled all 
night, 


* John vii. 1. 


EW YJ 


night, and caught nothing, firſt ſuggeſted to the 
beloved diſciple that he was their Lord, When 
with difficulty they had dragged the net to land, 
they ſaw a fire prepared, and fiſh laid thereon, 

and bread to refreſh them, for they had no pro- 


viſion of their own, they were then all fully 


convinced that he was their Lord: In his hu- 


mane and familiar manner, he bade them come 


and dine. 
The intereſting converſation which Jeſus had 


at that interview with the apoſtle Peter, the re- 


peated proofs Jeſus aſked of his love, and his 
committing again the charge of the flock to Pe- 
ter, though not long before that he had thrice 
denied Chriſt ; all theſe circumſtances proved, 
in a clear irreſiſtible manner, that Jeſus was a- 
live, and was the very perſon with whom they 
had ſo long converſed before his death. So 
that the evangeliſt, who teſtifies theſe things, 
was preſent and witneſs of them, might juſtly 
lays, * That which we have ſeen and heard, de- 
© clare we unto you. 
8. Another occaſion on which our Lord was 


ſeen by his diſciples, after his reſurrection, was 


in Galilee, The whole land conſiſted of Ju- 
dea, Samaria, and Galilee, 'This laſt was a ve- 
ry large province, comprehending the whole 

ee 
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poſſeſſions of five of the twelve tribes, with ma- 
ny opulent and populous cities. As he had of- 
tener than once ſaid, that, after he was riſen, he 
would go before them into Galilee, it ſeems rea- 
ſonable to expect that he would appoint ſome 
| particular place where he would meet with 
them: The evangeliſt, therefore, ſays, This 
© meeting was on a mountain *. Then the ele- 
ven diſciples went away into Galilee into a 
mountain, where Jeſus had appointed them ; 
and when they ſaw him, they worſhipped him 
as their Lord riſen from the dead. 

A circumſtance is there added, F but ſome 
doubted, This cannot poſſibly be meant of any 
of the apoſtles, after all the ſatisfaction which 
| Chriſt had given to the ten, when Thomas was 
abſent, and the more particular manner by . 
which, in preſence of all the reſt, he deſired 
that apoſtle to inſpect his wounds: It can only 
reſpe& ſome others, who were in the company. 
Some very judicious perſons tranſlate the ex- 
W preſſion, Even thoſe who had doubted ; that is, 
= who had formerly doubted of the truth of his 
reſurrection 4. When thole to whom the wo- 
men brought the news of his reſurrection told 
it to the reſidue, they believed them not: The 
E | other 


* atth. xxviil. 16. +: Verb. 17. 4 Mark xvi. 13. 
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other * evangeliſt ſays, * Their words to them 
* ſeemed as idle tales.” This circumſtance ſeems 
therefore added here to ſhow, that now, when 
they had ſeen him at this diſtance from the 


place where he was crucified ; ſeen him in day- 


light, on a mountain, not in a cave or dark cell; 
had converſed with him ; had come near to 
him, to embrace and worſhip him; even they 
who formerly doubted, were now fully convin- 
ced that their Lord was alive, and riſen from the 


dead. 
9. A ninth appearance of Jeſus, by which 


his reſurrection from the dead is clearly pro- 
ved, was to above five hundred brethren at 


once, mentioned to the Apoſtle Paul T. Af- 

© ter that, he was ſeen of above hive hundred 

© brethren at once, of whom the greater part 

« remain unto this preſent, but ſome are fallen 
* aſleep. 155 


The general voice of antiquity ſeems to agree, 
that this remarkable appearance was On Mount 
Tabor, in Northern Galilee ; on which alſo our 


Lord was transfigured. The fame of his being 
ſeen at Tiberius, and the many proofs which he 
gave there of his divine power, and the inſtance 


Juſt 


Luke xxiv. 10. 11. I. x, Corinth. xv..0. 


* 


juſt now mentioned, of his being ſeen by the 


Apoſtles in the ſame province, and of his af- 


fording them acceſs to embrace or worthip him, 


which undoubtedly they would publiſh, had 
very probably ſpread over all the country ; and, 
as they had reaſon to expect to meet him in 
Galilee, by what he had formerly promiſed, this 
had brought a great many of his friends together. 

The Apoſtles themſelves, who were choſen 
to be teachers in the kingdom of God, did not 
fully underſtand the nature of his kingdom, till 
they were endowed with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
power from on high. It cannot be ſuppoſed 
that the diſciples in Galilee, who had only for 
ſome time attended on Chriſt's miniſtry, did as 
yet rightly underſtand the nature of the Goſpel, 


or believe it. They had formerly heard his 


doctrine, and ſeen many of his mighty works; 


but they had alſo lately heard, that he was con- 


demned and crucified at Jeruſalem. Some of 


their friends affirmed he was now alive, and had 
riſen from the dead. Woe cannot, therefore, 


doubt but this would bring together many of his 
former followers, probably from very different 
motives, to be ſatisfied in a matter of fo ſingu- 
lar importance; 


As 
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1 
As many of the diſciples were of that pro- 
| vince, it was moſt convenient for ſuch a large 
= number of them to meet in Galilee. They 
= | might alſo with greater ſafety aſſemble there, 
4 than they could have met near Jeruſalem, or 
any where in Judea: For the rulers had al- 
| 1 i ready taken the alarm, and had unjuſtly ac- 
= cuſed and crucified their Lord and Maſter, as a 
ſeditious perſon, and an enemy to Caeſar. Jeſus 
himſelf alſo well knew what was in man, and how 
prone the Jews had long been to ſedition and 
revolt. Some time ago, on his feeding ſive 
thouſand with five barley loaves and two ſmall 
ſiſhes, which they preſumed was an emblem of 
the plenty which they might expeCt under the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, they intended to have made 
bim a king by force. He, therefore, very pro- 
bably, would not aſſemble any conſiderable 
number of his followers in the neighbourhood 
of Jeruſalem, after his reſurrection, to avoid 
| any inſurrection which ſuch an aſſembly might 
1 have produced among the people. 
E The Apoftle ſays, * of theſe tive hundred bre- 
| threnthe greater part remained unto this preſent, 
| "7 q | That is, were alive in the year of our Lord fifty- 
* ſix, when that epiſtle was written, recourſe might 
cally have been had to their teſtimony, Some 
were 
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were fallen aſleep. Though they were dead, 
the diſtance of time was not ſo great, but many 
of their ſurviving friends and relations would 
be able to give ſome tolerable account of what 


they had heard them relate of a matter fo ſin- 
gular and intereſting, which had come to paſs 


not much above twenty years before that. 

It could not poſſibly have happened, that five 
Vf hundred men or women, in day-light, could all 
4 have been deceived, or, with one voice, have a- 
1 greed to impofe upon others, by aſſerting that 


able time before he was crucified, but now had 
the moſt ample, ſenſible, and convincing evi- 


alive. They had ſeen him and heard him, they 


bis body, and had converſed with him. Such a 
number of perſons was never known upon earth 
conſiſtently to teſtify what they knew to be a 
lie; and, neither from promiſe nor threatening, 
from hope or fear, could ever one of them be 
mduced or terrified to acknowledge that it was a 


he, though that acknowledgement would have 


laved their lives; they rather cheerfully and 


ſteadily 


4A they had all ſeen and openly converſed with a 
W perſon who was riſen from the dead, with 
whom they were all acquainted for a conſider- 


E dence, that he was riſen from the dead, and was 


0 had ate and drunk with him, they had touched 


(08: 


ſteadily confirmed, with their blood, what they 
had aſſerted. 
10. The appearance of our Lord to James 


may be reckoned the tenth after his reſurrec- 


tion. The Apoſtle Paul makes mention of it *. 


After that he was ſeen of James, then of all 


the Apoſtles. His adding, then of all the A- 
* poſtles,) ſhews that he meant James as one 
of them ; and afterward he was ſeen of them 
all together. | 

In the accounts which the Evangeliſts give of 
the life and actions of Chriſt, they have not 


rhought themſelves obliged to obſerve the exact 
order of time in which the things happened; 


neither does any of them pretend to have 1e- 
corded all his miracles, but faithfully relate 
the facts which they have mentioned. In like 
manner, with reſpect to the evidences of Chriſt's 
reſurrection, without regard to the ſtrict order 
of time, each of them writes what is ſufficient 
to prove that Jeſus roſe from the dead. The 
Apoſtle John, who wrote lateſt of the four f, 
mentions inſtances of Chriſt's being ſeen after 
his reſurrection, which none of the other Evan- 
geliſts had recorded. In the enumeration of 

the 


1 Cor. xv. 7. + John, xx. 26. 27. Ibid, xi. —22. 


8 


139) 


the witneſſes made by the Apoſtle Paul, he does 
not follow the order recited by any of the Evan- 


geliſts; and even mentions ſome of whom none 


of them had taken any notice. Of the five 
hundred brethren, none of the Evangeliſts had 
fſaid any thing; neither of this laſt, his being 
ſeen of James. 

= Some are of opinion that this James was the 
. brother of John, and ſon of Zebedee, as our 
: Lord made choice of him to be a witneſs of his 
5 glory on the mount of transfiguration : So here 
= [cſus was particularly ſeen by him, after his re- 
ſurrection, to eſtabliſh that Apoſtle in the faith, 


and fortify him the more to endure ſufferings 


L for Chriſt *, to which he was early to be called. 

Others other think that this witneſs of the 
reſurrection was James the ſon of Alpheus, ſome- 
times called the brother of our Lord, and uſu- 
ally ſurnamed the leſs. He was a miniſter of 
the circumciſion, alive when the Apoſtle Paul 
wrote his epiſtle to the Corinthians. He was in 


great eſtimation, and had great authority among 
the Jewiſh converts. He preſided at the ſynod 


of Jeruſalem: So that it was eaſy then to have 
had recourſe to his teſtimony with reſpect to this 
important 


* Acts xii. 2. 


(+. 40} 


important article, the reſurrection of Jeſus from 


the dead. In either caſe, the witneſs was un- 


exceptionable, and his teſtimony very credible, 


It is obvious alſo, that this being ſeen.of James, 


refers to ſome occaſion that he had of meeting 


with Chriſt alone, beſide the opportunities 


which he had of ſeeing him 1 in oe with 
the other Apoſtles. 

11. Another very remarkable appearance 
which our Lord made after his reſurrection, was 


on the Mount of Olives, at his aſcenſion. Then 
© was he ſeen of all the Apoſtles &.“ The cir- 
cumſtances of that appearance are very particu- 


larly recorded by the Evangeliſts, That he 
then gave them commiſſion to preach the goſ- 
* pel, in his name, to all nations F, promiſing, 


© that he would be with his miniſters to the end 


© of the world, to comfort and direct them. 


They repreſent the aſſembly who were wit- 
neſſes of Chriſt's aſcenſion, as conſiſting of more 


than the eleven Apoſtles. © When they were 
© come together, he commanded them not to 


* depart from Jeruſalem till they were endowed 


with power from on high, to qualify them for 


| POOR his goſpel , © that they might be 


* his 


* Matth. xxviii. 19. f Mark xvii. 15. 18. f Luke xxiv. 49. 


r 
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© his witneſſes in Jeruſalem, and in Judea, and 
in Samaria, and to the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth *. It is very probable that the hundred 
Land twenty diſciples mentioned in the ſubſe- 
ent part of the chapter were all preſent 
when he led them out as far as to. Bethany. 

Irmey are very diſtinct and particular in conde- 
ſcending on the moment of his aſcenſion, what 
5 converſation paſſed between them, and how 
1 they and He were employed when that minute 
L arrived. : He lift up his hands and bleſſed them ; 
jb © and while he bleſſed them he was parted from 
1 them, and was carried up into heaven ;* And 
when they beheld, he was taken up from them, 
tin a cloud received them out of his fight” 
It was not neceſſary that any body ſhould 
Wave been immediately preſent to ſee Chriſt riſe 
From the grave; if they ſaw him alive at any 
time afterward, that ſufficiently proved that he 
Had vanquiſhed death, and that the bands of 
b Ine grave could not hold him. But, as they 
eere not to ſee him again upon earth, the wiſ- 
om of God thought fit that many ſhould be 
0 vitneſſes of his aſcenſion, and ſee him received 
a p into heaven, to take poſſeſſion of that roy- 


8: alty 


Ads i. 8, + Luke xxiv. 50. 51. 


113 
alty to Wielt he was entitled, as the reward of 
his great undertaking, and of his remarkable 
ſufferings. 

On their Lord's departure, the diſciples “ re- 
turned from the Mount of Olives, and, as he 
had commanded them, waited at Jeruſalem in 
prayer and devotion, for the promiſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which, accordingly, ten days af- 
terward, on the feaſt of Penticoſt F, was ſent 
down on them in a moſt aſtoniſhing and viſible 
manner; when accompanied with a -ruſhing 
mighty wind, cloven tongues, as of fire, ſat on 
each of them ; and they were immediately en- 
dowed with the power of preaching the goſpel 
in the language of the people, to whatever na- 
tion they might be ſent, and of working mi- 
racles in ſupport of it; though they were all 
well known to be men of plain ſimple educa- 
tion, who, till that day, neither underſtood nor 
ſpoke any language but their mother-tongue 4. 
Of this gift they immediately gave proof; for 
there were at that time ſtranger Jews and pro- 
ſelytes gathered together at Jeruſalem, from 

fourteen different nations, who were all ama- 
zed, and marvelled, becauſe, though all the men 
that 


Luke xxiv. [4 53. 1 A ii. 2. 4 Ibid. viii. 11. 


8 
of chat had this gift beſtowed on them were Gali- 


le leans, yet every one of the ſtrangers heard them 
ſpeak in their own language the wonderful 


e- vVorks of God. 

ae This was, indeed, a very ſtrong confirmation 
in Hof the faith, If any perſon, ſailing to India, or 

ne IM diſtant regions, ſhould promiſe that, as ſoon as 

f- he had arrived at the end of his voyage, he 

nt would ſend ſome fruits, and produce of the 

le country ; if, in due time, the things promiſed 

18 2 came to hand, nobody would doubt but he was 
on in the place from whence theſe preſents were 

n- ſent. The deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, as the 

del fulfilment of a promiſe made to the Apoſtles, 


was to them a convincing proof that their Lord 


i- and Maſter was in Heaven. It alſo teſtified to 
all others for them, that he had aſcended up on 
a- high, that he was exalted on the right hand of 
or God, and had received theſe gifts for men, 
+. [ wich he had ſhed on them abundantly, for 
or the propagation of his kingdom. 
; To this the Apoſtles themſelves d ap- 
bows peal. Thus, ſaid St Peter, on that occaſion, to 
a- the people of the Jews, This Jeſus, whom ye 
en * have taken, and by wicked hands crucified and 
| * ſlain, God hath raiſed up, whereof we are 
witneſſes, he being exalted at che right hand 
— eee eee 


[Is 


Seng og Toth el 5 ED 


1 
—— 9, LU 


2 ia — is — —— — „ ** 
— . Y - 


— * Ma. ED 

Y W RAY 1 lth n p 4 I” Y _ 2 

5 "BY 4 "I 2 FY © : 0 
it N * 8 N . 7 

1 1 r N 8 ** 

4 x \ «M4 1 r . has IRA 1 5 7 din. 4 Mk 3 23 9 
1 Be a LILIES nr n W ene nnn. : 
» # ” * * 


4 }Þ 


* of God, and having received of the Father the 
* promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, hath /hed forth 
* this, which ye now ſee and hear *. Some days 
after this, when amidſt the great reſort of peo- 
ple going up to the Temple at the hour of 
prayer, the Apoſtles had with a word healed 
pe impotent man, who was above forty years 
„had been lame from his mother's womb, i 
. 110 was wel known to have been long laid at 7 
the gate of the temple to aſk alms ; after they 0 
had reſtored him to the uſe of his Bade 7, fo 1 
that the people ſaw him walking and leaping, 9 
and praiſing God, the Apoſtle Peter ſaid, Ye 
* killed the Prince of Life, whom God hath 
raiſed from the dead, whereof we are wit- 
neſſes. And his name, through faith in his 
name, hath made this man ſtrong, whom ye 
ſee and know,” The faith which is by him 
hath given this man perfect ſoundneſs, in 
preſence of you all. 
12. To all theſe witneſſes of the reſurrection 
of Jeſus, the Holy Apoſtle Paul ſubjoins him- | 
ſelf. * Laſt of all he was ſeen of me alſo, as 
of one born out of due time; ; for I'am the 
© leaſt of the Apoſtles, that am not meet to be 
1 called | 


I K („ & „ 


* Ads ii. 33. + Ads iii. 8. 9. 15. 16. 
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called an Apoſtle, for I perſecuted the Church 
r 

One born out of due time, or an abortion, is 
to expreſs the mean opinion he had of himſelf; 
as an untimely birth is never ſuppoſed to arrive 
at che ſtrength of that which comes to matu- 
rity. He ſpeaks thus of himſelf, as unworthy 
to be compared to the other Apoſtles, and pious 
perſons, whoſe teſtimony he had juſt mention- 
ed, becauſe he had formerly perſecuted the 
church of God, and had compelled many of the 
followers of Chriſt to renounce and blaſpheme 
his bleſſed name. , 


Of the acceſs which that Apoſtle had to ſee 
Jeſue, and of his converſion in conſequence 
thereof to the Chriſtian faith, we have a full 
account by the Evangeliſt Luke, in the ninth 
chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles. The hiſ- 
tory, with ſome more circumſtances, is recited 
by himſelf + on the ſtairs, when in the cuſtody 
of the chief Captain Lyſias, at Jeruſalem, who 
reſcued him from the multitude, and with great 
humanity conveyed him ſafe into the Caſtle. 
The matter is a third time recorded |, as re- 
peated again by Paul before King Agrippa ; to 
whom 


# 1 Cor. xv. 8. + Acts xxii. I Acts xxvi 16. 
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to what the Prophets had ſaid of the Meſſiah, or 


(46) 


whom he appealed, as one that was no ſtranger 


to what had happened to Jeſus Chriſt, In pre- 
ſence of Agrippa, St Paul declared, that, on the 
appearance of Jeſus to him on his journey. to 
Damaſcus, he with terror and amazement fell 
proſtrate on the earth, and heard the voice from 


heaven, ſaying, © I am Jeſus whom thou perſe- 


© cuteſt ; ariſe and ſtand on thy feet, for I have 


* appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make 
* thee a miniſter, and a witneſs, both of theſe 


* things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 


things in which I will appear unto thee.” The 


_ merciful meſſage afterwards ſent to him by the 

diſciple Annanias, to comfort him, and cure his 
blindneſs, and to declare him choſen to be a 
miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, that for this 


end Jeſus had been feen of him by the way, 
confirmed the reality of this appearance. | 
When we conſider who this holy Apoſtle 


was, not a viſionary or enthuſiaſt, but a perſon 
of excellent underſtanding, as well as of great 
acquiſitions of knowledge, who, on ſeveral oc- 
caſions, ſhewed himſelf a zealous friend to the 
liberties of mankind,” and made a manly de- 
fence of his own rights as a citizen; had been 


educated in the ſtricteſt lect of the Jewidh reli- 


gion, 
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gion, a Phariſee; the ſtrong prejudices he had 
early imbibed againſt the name of Jeſus ; the 
zeal which Paul had ſo eagerly expreſſed in per- 


ſecuting his followers ; and with what dread- 


ful oppoſition he muſt have laid his account 
from his countrymen as an apoſtate from their 
religion, and one who had embraced the ſect 
of the Nazarenes, which was every where ſpo- 
ken againſt, When, at the {ame time, we call 
to remembrance the ſtedfaſt teſtimony which he 


afterwards bore to the truth of the goſpel, the 


ardour and affection which he uniformly mani- 


feſted in promoting it, the miracles which he 
was enabled to work in confirmation of it, and 
that he finally ſealed his teſtimony with his 


blood; the converſion and conduct of the holy 
Apoſtle Paul is, by itſelf, a convincing evidence 


of the reſurrection of Jeſus, and a manifeſt 
proof of the divine origin of our holy reli- 


gion. 


For no probable, no poſſible conſiſtent reaſon 


can be aſſigned for a conduct ſo directly oppo- 


ſite to the whole former courſe of his life, and 
for ſo ſudden and remarkable a change in his 
religion, but what he himſelf has given, That“ 

55 he 


Accs xxvi. 22. 23. 


a) 


he had “ ſeen the Lord in the way, as he 
went from Jeruſalem to Damaſcus ; what fol- 
<p | © lowed 
According to the doctrine of the goſpel, theſe corrup- 
tible bodies in which we now dwell cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God; but, at the reſurrection, they ſhall undergo 


ſuch a change, and be endowed with ſuch qualities, as will 


render them capable of theſe heavenly enjoyments. 


On this principle, it will follow, that, though the bleſſed 
Jeſus, while on earth, was partaker of fleſh and blood, and 
had a real body, ſuch as we have, and certainly roſe from the 


dead with the ſame body that was crucified ; yet afterwards, 
(very probably in the moment of aſcenſion), he aſſumed ſuch 


qualities to that body, as made it meet for the heavenly re- 
gions. In that body he is now exalted in glory; in it he 
will come to judge both the quick and the dead, when every 
eye ſhall ſee him. In this bodily ſhape he appeared to the 


| holy Apoſtle Paul, to the holy martyr Stephen, (Acts vii. 


56.) when he ſaw Heaven opened, and Jeſus ſtanding on the 
right hand of God ; and to the Evangeliſt John, (Rev. i. 
10. 13.) when he heard a voice behind him, and turned, and 


ſaw one like unto the ſon of man, at the luſtre of whoſe. 


countenance he fell at his feet as dead, when Jeſus laid his 


right hand on him, and ſaid, Fear not, I am he that liveth, 


and was dead, and live for ever more, and have the keys of 


hell and death. 


If theſe three excellent perſons be conſidered as a different 


claſs of witneſſes, they certainly bring an additional degree of 


evidence. They clearly prove, that Jeſus ſurvived death, and 


was conqueror over him; they ſaw him ſince his aſcenſion 
into 
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© lowed upon that had convinced him, that Je- 
© ſus of Nazareth is the Son of God, to whom 
* the prophets gave witneſs; and, therefore, 
* {ince that time, he had preached every where, 
* witneſſing, both to ſmall and great, none other 
* things than thoſe which Moſes and the Pro- 
phets did ſay ſhould come, that Chriſt ſhould 
| © ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt that 1 
1 ſhould riſe from the dead, and ſhould ſhew 4 
* light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. | 
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Theſe are the evidences of the reſurrection 
| of Jeſus, as particularly recorded in the New 
| Teſtament, What theſe witneſſes atteſt is ſup- 
ported by repeated prophecies that had gone 
before, and confirmed by very important con- 
ſequences that followed. 

The only objection mentioned in the New 
Teſtament, as raiſed by the Jews, againſt all 
this evidence, is, That the diſciples came by 
* night, and ſtole the body out of the ſepulchre, 

* while the watch ſlept * ;” a tale ſo inconſiſtent, 
G and 
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into heaven; 1 prove that he ſtill poſſeſſes a t z they 
heard his voice, they ſaw his face, or he laid his hand on 


them. He is now become Lord, both of the dead and of Ee”. 
the living. | 
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and ſo ill founded, that, had it not been ſaid, 

by the only evangeliſt who makes mention of 
it, that the ſtory continued for ſome time to be 
reported among the Jews, and is averred by 
ſome to be retailed among them to this day, no 
notice ſhould have been taken of it. 

If the watch were aſleep, how came they to 
learn that the diſciples ſtole away the body ? 
We are always indebted to others for the kaow- 
ledge of what happened when we are aſleep, 
No man was ever adduced or ſuſtained as a wit- 
neſs of what happened when he was aſleep, e- 
ſpecially to invalidate the poſitive teſtimony of 
thoſe that were awake. Numberleſs other cir- 


cumſtances concur to render this ſtory incre- 


dible. 


The diſciples at that time were all diſconcert- 
ed, and became diſtruſtful one of another. On- 
ly three days before this, one of them, who, by 


his office, as treaſurer of the family, ſeems to 
have been the moſt active and ſkilful in buſi- 


neſs, had betrayed his maſter to the rulers. An- 


other, the moſt courageous of them, on ap- 


pearance of danger, with oaths, denied that he 


knew him. All of them, through terror and 
dread of death, had forſaken him, and fled. In 
theſe circumſtances, who among the Apoſtles 
would 


("33+ J 


would have had the boldneſs, either to have 
propoſed or executed ſo hazardous an attempt 
as to ſurprize a guard of ſixty men, a force 
far ſuperior to themſelves, and from them to 
have ſtolen or carried away the dead body out 
of the ſepulchre? What rational purpoſe on 
earth could they have ſerved, by ſo dangerous 
an undertaking ? | 

They could neither have cid away the 
body ; nor, if they had removed it, could it | 
poſſibly have been concealed. They could not I 
even have expected the darknefs of the night —_— 
to ſcreen them; for, it is well known, that, at iſ 
the Paſſover, the full moon ſhone all night, On 13's 1 
that feſtival alſo, ſuch an incredible number of x 
ſtrangers was gathered together at Jeruſalem, 
that every houſe and corner were filled with in- 
habitants. Tents for lodging were erected, both 
within and without the city; and crouds of 
people in the night time were walking in the 
fields. The very marks of the wounds in his 5 * 
hands and his feet, and that made in his ſide 
with the ſpear, while he hung on the croſs, 
would have proved it to be the very body of 
Jeſus that was crucified. | 

The Apoſtles were no ſtrangers at Jeruſa- 
WY One of them, John, was ſo well known 


to 
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to the High Prieſt, that he had licenſe from 


him to enter the Judgment Hall on the night 


of our Lord's trial. He procured alſo admiſſion 


to the Apoſtle Peter. On Mount Calvary, the 


behaviour of the diſciple whom Jeſus loved, and 


the particular notice which our Lord took of 
him from the croſs, could not fail of making St 


John be remarked by all who were preſent. 
And, therefore, upon any alarm being raiſed, 
the chief prieſts would quickly have learned 
where the Apoſtles lodged, and how they had 


been employed all that night, which would ea- 
 fily have led to a certain FERRY of the whole 


matter. 


We may july add to all this, that, if the 


watch, by their ſleep or negligence, had allowed 


the dead body to be carried out of the ſepulchre, 


the guard, or, at leaſt, the commanding officer, 
would have been executed or tried for his life, 


as happened in the caſe of Peter's deliverance 


out of the priſon by the Angel. When they 
made great ſearch for him, and found him 


* not, Herod ſtrictly examined the keepers, and 
* commanded that they ſhould be put to death *. 


But, ſince no ſearch was made, no guard tried, 
or 


* Acts xii. 19. 


01 


an 


1 


or puniſhed, that evidently proved the whole 
ory, concerning the ſtealing away the body, 
Ito have been without foundation, | 

| The true reaſon why the rulers made no in- 
2 uiry, neither brought any of the guards to 


he ſoldiers were Romans, and the rulers well 
new, that, if they had attempted unjuſtly to 


. 


ot been guilty of any neglect of duty, the ſol- 
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n 2 
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; Bel from heaven deſcended, and rolled away the 
; great ſtone from the door of it; Jeſus, who was 
IUead, aroſe, and came out; they, terrified, run 
Into the city, and told the rulers what was done; 


| being ſcreened from puniſhment, were after- 

} ward induced by the chief prieſts to ſay, that 
, is diſciples came by night, and ſtole away the 

: ou while the watch ſlept. 

Can we poſlibly ſuppoſe, if the ſtory of the 
Wbody' s being ſtolen away had that day been pu- 

bliſhed at Jeruſalem, that it would not have rai- 

ſed a very great curiolity in the multitude to go 


ſus 


Put, by a large bribe of money, and promiſe of 


to the ſepulchre and inquire? The death of Je- 


| rial for what they alledged againſt them, was, 


put any Roman ſoldier to death, when he had 


Hiers, in their own defence, would undoubtedly | 


. ave publiſhed the true account of the matter; 
What an earthquake ſhook the ſepulchre, an an- 


( 54 ! 


ſus was public, and well known *. Inſtigated 
by the prieſts, the people were violent to have 
him crucified. Would it not have called upon 
the rulers themſelves immediately to make ſearch 
for the body? And can we imagine that they 
who, void of all human feelings, had inſulted 
Jeſus on the croſs as an impoſtor, would have 
neglected to make inquiry, and publicly have 
expoſed his dead body, as a vindication of their 
own conduct in having put him to death, and 
an effectual confutation of all his pretenſions to 
be the Meſſiah, or the Son of God ? But, ſince 
nothing of this ſort was ever pretended to have 
| been attempted, and only this filly inconſiſtent 
1 objection raiſed by the Jews againſt all this con- 
nected evidence, Jeſus certainly roſe from the 
dead, even by the teſtimony of the watch them- 

| ſelves. LS 
Since, then, the inſtances of our Lord's ap- 
pearing or being ſeen after his reſurrection, are 
ſo many, ſo well authenticated, and the only 


objection recorded to have been raiſed againſt it 
ſo frivolous and inſignificant, 


II. Let us now conſider what will be the a- 
mount of this whole evidence, 1 in the plain and 
unaffected 


% Matth. Xii. 20, 


(T5 »} 


unaffected manner in which it is recorded in the 
New Teſtament. _ 
1. This evidence and theſe witneſſes are very 


credible, becauſe they teſtify of what they had 


very good acceſs to know ; were themſelves 
perſons of untainted integrity, and could have 
ſerved no worldly purpoſe by their teſtimony. 
They had for ſeveral years attended on the in- 
ſtructions of Chriſt, as his diſciples ; they bore 


witneſs to a fact that had happened not at a di- 


ſtant place, that could not be found out, or ma- 
ny ages ago, of which there was no record; 
Jeſus did not ſuffer in a corner, but was public- 
ly crucified between two malefactors at Jeruſa- 


lem, at the paſſover. Ten days after his aſcen- 


ſion, and but ſeven weeks from his crucifixion, 
while the matter was freſh in every body's me- 
mory, the apoſtles declared, before all men, that 
their Lord had deſired them not to depart from 
Jeruſalem till they were endowed with power 
from on high. In preſence of a numerous 
company met together at the feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
they gave proof of their having received this 
power, and declared openly to the rulers, * Je- 


* ſus of Nazareth, whom ye have crucified and 


* ſlain, God hath raiſed from the dead.“ This 
they teſtified on the very place where he was 
| ' crucified, 


4 


e 
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crucified, and had riſen again: This they 
preached in the temple, and in the ſynagogues, 
before the council; and in the market-place, large 
when they were at liberty, or confined in pri- WM chaſ 
ſon. = ſpre: 
Their teſtimony muſt have been credible e- tend 

ven in the ſight of the rulers themſelves, for“ 
they knew that theſe men had been with Jeſus. W on!: 
The rulers never pretended to confute their te- 
ſtimony; only prohibited them to preach any 
more in his name; as they were certainly con- 
vinced, that the evidence which the apoſtles 7 eve 
gave reſpected a matter which they had had the fr 
very beſt acceſs to underſtand. : 
2. This evidence is very conſiſtent with what 
is recorded of Chriſt before he ſuffered ; conſiſt- co 

ent with the miracles which he wrought, and Wh 
his predictions concerning his own death and 

reſurrection. What is written of Chriſt, for Ho. 

the forty days which he remained on earth af- 

ter his reſurrection, alſo bears a very good pro- 

portion to the hiſtory of him before his death, 

as related in the goſpel. Theſe ſhort books 
contain chiefly an account of the life and ac- 
tions of Chrift, for the ſpace of four, or at moſt 

. of 


* a Ba 
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* Adt iv. 13. 


K 
of ſive years *, from the commencement of his 
public miniſtry to his death. But as all books 
were then written, for printing was not known, 
large books could not have been fo eaſily pur» 
chaſed. Short accounts were far more eaſily 


ſpread, Beſides, as none of the evangeliſts Pres 


& which Jeſus did before his crucifixion, narrating 
only what were neeeſſary to induce men to believe 
Won him; neither has any of them undertaken 


FF . > 
8 


of theſe forty days, or to mention particularly 
every appearance which he made, after he roſe 
from the dead, | 


4 


H This 


* The great Sir Iſaac Newton, whom very few are able to 
correct, and from whom the learned differ always with modeſty 
and diſtruſt, by comparing the goſpel of St Matthew with that 
of St John, who both wrote what they heard and ſaw, aſſures 
us, (Obſerv. on Daniel, p. 147.—156.) that he finds five paf- 
ſovers from Chriſt's baptiſm to his crucifixion and, therefore, 


OE Is 


Eng 


zed, how it ſhould enter into the mind of any mortal that he 


| only preached one year, or how it was poſſible to have per - 


n 


preached in all thoſe places, made thoſe repeated travels, and 
performed thoſe different journies to Jeruſalem, recorded of 
him in the goſpel, | 


tend to have recorded all the wondrous works 


to account how Chriſt was employed every hour 


that Jeſus taught four years and an half: One would be ama- 


formed (within that ſhort ſpice of time) all thoſe miracles, 


Ty 
AAP 


This is a conſideration of great importance, 
yet ſufficient attention has not been paid to it. 
Working miracles was but a ſecondary purpoſe 
of Chriſt's appearance, He came into the world 
to ſet up the kingdom of God, to deliver man- 


kind from the miſerable condition into which 


ſin had brought them, and to publiſh ſalvation 


to all the ends of the earth. Miracles were 
ſubſervient to this great purpoſe, to * prove that 
God had ſent him. There was, therefore, an 
amazing modeſty obſervable in the manner ot 


our Saviour's working thoſe great miracles, 
He never magnified them, nor made any oſten- 


tation of them - he rather behaved as if he had i 
intended (at leaſt for ſome time) to have them 


concealed. On ſome occaſions, when there 
were crowds of people in the houſe, before f he 
recovered the fick, or raiſed the dead, he made 
them all depart, except as many as might be ſuf- 


ficient witneſſes of the miracle. 


The ſame ſpirit appears in thoſe who have 
recorded the life and actions of Chriſt; they 
make no affected parade of miracles ; they only 
narrate as many as were thought neceſſary to 
prove that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, and to induce 


men to. believe on him whom God had ſent. 


There 


* John xi. 41. 42. + Mark v. 40. 
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There are evident proofs, from all thoſe who 
wrote the goſpel, that Jeſus wrought many mi- 


1 
to be particularly recorded. 
. St Matthew, who was His attendant, and 


wrote what he had ſeen and heard, ſays, * * Je- 
* ſus went through all Galilee, healing all man- 
© ner of ſickneſs and all manner of diſeaſes a- 
* mong the people; and his fame went through 
* all Syria: And they brought unto him all ſick 
* people that were taken with diſeaſes and tor- 
ments, and thoſe that were poſſeſſed with de- 
© vils, and thoſe that were lunatic, and thoſe 


this ſummary a great group of miracles is ſaid 
to have been wrought by Chriſt, yet not one of 
them is particularly recorded. Þ Again, at Ca- 
pernaum, after the recovery of Peter's wife's mo- 
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ther, * when even was come, they brought unto 
him many that were poſſeſſed with devils, and 


ed all that were ſick.” I After this, he ſays, 
* Jeſus went about all the cities and villages, 
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the goſpel of. the kingdom, and healing every 
: ſiekneſs 


* Matth. iv. 23. 24. + Chap. viii. 16. 
1 Chap. ix. 35. | | 


racles, which they have not thought nee 


* that had the palſy, and he healed them.“ In 


he caſt out the ſpirits with his word, and heal- 


6 teaching in their ſynagogues, and preaching 
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* ſickneſs and every diſeaſe among the people. 
When he came into the land of Geneſaret, 
* and the people had knowledge of him, they 
ſent out into all the country round about, and 
* brought unto him all that were diſeaſed, and 
beſought him that they might only touch the 
* hem of his garment, and as many as touched 
were made perfectly whole,” f Above a year 
after this, nigh unto the ſea of Galilee, * Jeſus 
* went up into a mountain, and ſat down there: 
And great multitudes came unto him, having 
* with them thoſe that were lame, blind, dumb, 
* maimed, and many others, and caſt them 
* down at Jeſus's feet, and he healed them. 
I In the year following, Jeſus departed from 
Galilee, and came into the coaſts of Judea be- 
yond Jordan; and great multitudes followed 
* him, and he healed them there.“ | And with- 
in a few days of his crucifixion, when Jeſus 
went into the temple of God, * the blind and 
the lame came unto him in the temple, and 
* he healed them. —In all this large ſummary 
of miracles, not one is ſpecially recorded. | 
The ſame might alſo be made manifeſt from 
the other evangeliſts &; for, beſides the perſons 
who 


* Matth. xiv. 35. 36. + Chap. xv. 30. ＋ Chap. xix. 2. 


| Chap. xxi. 14. $ Mark i. 32. 34. 39. 
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who are named, on whom Chriſt wrought mi- 
racles, they all aſſure us he wrought many more 
which they have not thought needful particu- 
larly to mention. It is in like manner obſer- 
vable *, that, when the diſciples of John Bap- 
tiſt came to Jeſus to aſk if he was the Meſſiah, 
he wrought many miracles in their preſence, 
and defired them to report to John what they 
had heard and ſeen; how the blind ſee, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf 
hear, he adds, the dead are raiſed, in the plural 
number, as if ſeveral had been raiſed, though 
prior to that time only one perſon, the widow 
of Nain's ſon, had been particularly mentioned 
by that evangeliſt as raiſed from the dead. 

It is agreed that St John ſurvived all the a- 
poſtles, and wrote the goſpel laſt of any, The 
great purpoſe of his writing ſeems to have been 
to aſcertain the divinity of Chriſt, againſt ſome 
who are ſaid early to have called it in queſtion, 
and to ſupply what he thought had not been 
ſo particularly narrated by the other evangeliſts, 
As he had certainly ſeen what had been written 
by the other three, he concludes his account 
with words which may well have been intended 


as 


* Luke vii. 22. 


; „ 


as a concluſion to the whole goſpel: * And 
there are alſo many other things which Jeſus 
did, the which, if they ſhopld be written every 

* one, I ſuppoſe that even the world itſelf could 
| © not contain the books that ſhall be written “. 
As we render the word, it is an high figure, ſig- 
nifying that the books would be very numerous. 
It was neceſſary to inſiſt on this matter, as 


many are ready to imagine that the miracles 


particularly mentioned by the evangeliſts were 
all the inſtances of that kind wrought by Chriſt; 
but this account of them muſt greatly enlarge 
our conception of his divine power, and the 
numerous convincing proofs which he gave that 
God had ſent him. | 
On the very ſame principle, we have reaſon 
to believe that Jeſus, after his reſurrection, ap- 
| peared 


*The word xerox, which we tranſlate contain, had been 
better rendered receive them, as it is three times, Matthew 
xix. II. 12.3 again, Mark, ii. 2.; 2 Corinth, vii. 2.; and 
John viii. 37. It is rendered, My word has no place in you. 
Concerning the miracles of Chriſt, enough is written in the 
goſpel to induce all good and impartial men to believe; but, 
though the miracles had been every one recorded, the world, 
wicked and prejudiced perſons, would not receive them, ſo as 
to be induced thereby to believe on Jeſus. As he himſelf 


faith, If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither 


vill they be perſuaded though one riſe from the dead.“ 
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peared to many others who have not been par- 
ticularly recorded; ſince a ſufficient number of 
perſons, who had ſeen him alive, and converſed 
with him, are mentioned by the evangeliſts. 
When the two diſciples who had ſeen him at E- 
maus, on the day of his reſurreQion, returned 
in the evening to Jeruſalem *, it is ſaid they 
found the eleven gathered together, and them 

that were with them. Though the names of none 
that were with them are there related, Jeſus was 
ſeen by all that company f. At the meeting of 
the hundred and twenty diſciples, after his aſcen- 
ſion, on the election of Matthias, the apoſtle 
Peter ſaid, concerning that company, Of theſe 
men who have companied with us, all the time 
© that the Lord Jeſus went out and in among 
* us, beginning at the baptiſm of John, unto 
* the ſame day thar he was taken up from us, 
© muſt one be ordained to be a witneſs with us 
* of his reſurrection.“ Though none be men- 
tioned by name, all that company muſt have 
been witneſſes of that great event; and ſince 
' Juſtus and Matthias were propoſed as candidates 
for the apoſtleſhip, according to the deſcription 
there given of that office, they muſt have been 
witneſſes both of the reſurrection and aſcenſion 


of 


Luke xxix. 33, I Ad i. 21. 22, 
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of Chriſt, The evangeliſt * John alſo aſſures us, 

Many other ſigns truly did Jeſus, in the pre- 

* ſence of his diſciples, which are not written in 

| © this book.“ As connected with what he had 

juſt ſaid of the appearing of Chriſt to the apoſtles, 

when Thomas was abſent, and of the ample ſa- 

tisfaction which he afterward condeſcended to 

give to that apoſtle, it can only refer to what 

things were done by him after his reſurrection. 

Beſides, that the miracles wrought by him be- 

fore his crucifixion, were done openly in the 

temple, and in the ſynagogue, in preſence of 
the people; but thoſe after his reſurrection were 

performed only in preſence of his diſciples, or 
choſen witneſſes. 

3. The plain account of the reſurrection of 
Jeſus, and the evidence of it recorded in the 
New Teſtament, are very credible ; for it was 


not effected by ſtealth or ſurpriſe, nor a thing 


of which, till then, they never had any intima- 
tion. Jeſus, indeed, was the firſt that ever ſaid 


the ſucceſs of his undertaking depended on his 


own death; that his death was indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary to promote the end of his coming, or 
riſked the truth of his commiſſion from heaven, 
on his raiſing himſelf from the dead. Vet the 


number of witneſſes, and the connected cireum- 


ſtances 
* John xx, 30. 31. 


- 5 , k , 
: s ; 22 - A gy 
| nbc bs e 2 arr — K * 
of * * 4 1 2 3 
* a n 2 98 n _——_ 
" of 1 5 hu a 4 "x 8 G 2 r ; * ITT IRS 4 * 
— * — = * Of "Ts . ry % = LS >. l * 
5 . : CE 


if 7 * 
* 


„ z MA * 
89 4 
cM 


e Re I ee 30S ee RE » I BG x 6 7 


F 


6 


ſtances of their evidence, are proportioned to the 


ſingularity and importance of the event. 

Jeſus had frequently told the people and his 
diſciples that he was certainly to ſuffer, and riſe 
from the dead ®, © The ſon of man is delivered 
* into the hands of ſinful men, and they ſhall 
* kill him, and after he is killed, he ſhall riſe a- 
gain the third day T. It cannot be that a pro- 
* phet ſhould periſh out of Jeruſalem.” It was 
a thing ſo well known that Jeſus had foretold 
that he was to riſe again from the dead, thar 
the rulers themſelves. were acquainted with it J. 
The evangeliſt tells us, that the day that followed 
the preparation, the chief prieſts and Phariſees 
came to Pilate ſaying, © Sir, we remember that 


| © that deceiver ſaid, while he was yet with us, 


* after three days, I will riſe again.” 


As, therefore, the reſurrection of Jeſus 8 


me dead was a thing which had been frequent- 


ly mentioned, and often foretold by himſelf, 
: before his death, it is very credible, not brought 


x about by any ſtealth or ſurpriſe, but as the con- 


W ſequence of previous open intimation. It was 


W {hameful in the rulers to pretend that there was 
W any deceit in it, ſince they had ſufficient warn- 
ing of it, and means in their power to have 


9 prevented 


* Mark xi. 21. Luke ail. 33. Matth. xxvii. 63. 


66) 
prevented any deception “. Accordingly they 


cauſed the ſtone on the mouth of the ſepulchre \ 
to be fealed, and ſet a watch over the grave. t 
This was ſufficient fecurity againſt all hands e 
from without, but could be no reſtraint on his : 
divine power Whole: body was within the ſe- 
. pulchre. This precaution” rather proved more "of 
convincingly that God raiſed ' him, © having 


© looſfed the pains of death, becauſe en not 
poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it,” 
4. The reſurrection of Chriſt from ch dead 
could not have been brought. about as a plot be- 
tween him and his difciples , when he firſt 
made mention of his death to them, he who was 
uſually the readieſt ſpeaker among them, Peter, 
was ſo offended, that he took Jeſus and began 


to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far from thee, 
Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee |. When he 
came down with Peter and James and John 
from the mount of transſiguration, he charged 
them chat they ſhould tell no man what things 
they had ſeen, till the ſon of man was riſen from 


the dead; they kept that ſaying among them- 
ſelves, Aiſputing one with another Wü the 8 70 
from the dead ſhould n mean, k e gil 

Some 


* Matth. xxvii. 66. + Chap, xvi. 22. 
+ Mark is. 10, 5 2 
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Some of them thought that Chriſt was the 
Meſſiah, but of the nature of his kingdom they 
had no right underſtanding “. Others pretend- 
ed they had learned out of the law, that Meſſiah 


abideth for ever, and therefore were ſurpriſed 


that Jeſus ſaid he muſt die, or be lifted up. E- 
ven within a week of his crucifixion, when he 
told them, Behold , I go up to Jeruſalem, and 
* all things written by the prophets concerning 
the Son of Man ſhall be accompliſhed. For 
© he ſhall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and 
* ſhall be mocked, and ſpitefully entreated and 
* ſpitted on, and they {hall ſcourge him, and 


put him to death, and the third day he ſhall 
riſe again. They underſtood 1 
* things, and this ſaying was hid from them, 
neither knew they the things that were ſpoken.” 


This inattention continued ſo long among the 
diſciples, that, in the morning of the reſurrec- 
tion, when the women came in haſte and told 
them that the body was not in the ſepulchre, 
but they were informed by a viſion of angels 
that Jeſus was riſen, they believed them not J. 
The evangeliſt gives the reaſon of this, For as 


John xii. 34. 


n | Pſal. cx. 4. 
+ Luke xviii. 3 1.—34. 


Pal, Ixxix. 36. 37. 
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yet they knew not the ſcriptures, that he muſt 
* riſe again from the dead. 
No ſuſpicion, therefore, could, in the moſt 


diſtant manner, ariſe that any plot of this kind 


could have been carried on, with perſons ſo 
entirely ignorant of the nature of their Lord's 
kingdom, or of the very meaning of his reſur- 
rection from the dead. 

5. What adds greatly to the credibility of 
the witneſſes of the reſurrection of Jeſus, is, that 


theſe witneſſes honeſtly acknowledged the mi- 
ſtakes under which they at firſt laboured, and 


how they came to be ſet right; for, next to be- 
ing incapable of error and miſtake, is the virtue 


of liſtening to truth, and ſubmitting to the force 


of it. 
The prejudices of education, which the diſ- 


ciples and followers of Jeſus had early imbibed, 
gave them a very different notion of the kingdom 


of the Meſſiah, from that which they ought to 

have formed from his doctrine and ſufferings. 
When Mary Magdalene and the other wo- 
men came early to the ſepulchre, it is evident 
they had no thought of Chriſt being riſen from 
the dead; they came to embalm his body; and 
when they found it not, they imagined ſome 
people had carried it away. When theſe wo- 
men 


("Wy 7} 

men told the diſciples that Jeſus was riſen, they 
believed them not. 
The two diſciples, going to Emaus, were fo 
full of diſtreſs on the thoughts of his death, and 
had ſo little notion of meeting with him alive, 
that they walked a great part of the way in his 
company, and converſed with him, withour ob- 
ſerving that he was Jeſus till after he had fat 
ſome time with them in the houſe, that he was 
| known to them in breaking of bread, 

The ſame evening, when he appeared to the 
diſciples met together, with ſhut doors, for fear 
of the Jews, they were terrified and affrighted, 
and thought they had: ſeen a ſpirit. Thomas 
would not believe thoſe who had ſeen Chrift 
ſince he roſe from the dead, till he ſaw and touch- 
ed his wounds, On the ſea of Tiberias, when 
Jeſus appeared to them, none of them had any 
apprehenſion that he was their Lord till the 
miraculous draught of fiſhes ſuggeſted i it to the 
beloved diſciple. Theſe miſtakes and prejudi- 
ces continued long; yet, notwithſtanding | all 
theſe wrong notions and prepoſſeſſions, they 
were all, at laſt, as fully convinced as eye and 
ear witneſſes poſſibly could have been, that Je- 
ſus, their Lord and maſter, whom ſome of them 
ſaw crucified, and all of them knew was dead 


and 
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and buried, did vanquiſh death, and rife again 
from the grave; they ate and drank with him, 
and converſed with him after his reſurrection. 
He was ſeen by them at different times, for the 
ſpace of forty days, by infallible proofs, means 
by which they could not be miſtaken. | 
6. Upon the whole, the evidence of the re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus, as recorded in the New Te- 
ſtament, is that of which the nature of the ſubject 
was capable; it is convincing and ſufficient. 
The ſubje& was to prove, that a perſon who 
was really dead, and three days buried, did riſe 
from the grave, and lived upon earth, after his 
reſurrection, forty days. This was a matter of 


which men in their ſenſes could eaſily judge, 


Whether a perſon, whom they ſaw and heard, 
with whom they converſed, and ate and drank, 


whoſe body, on the neareſt inſpection, bore the 


mark of his having been crucified, was now a- 


live? The witneſſes who atteſt his being alive 
were well acquainted with him before his death; 


ſome of them from his infancy; many of them 
had attended him, as his diſciples, for the laſt 
three or four years of his public miniſtry, They 
were perſons of plain ſober underſtandings, of 
unſuſpected integrity, and ſimplicity of manners, 
who declare they had ſeen him, both by day- 


light, 


0 PI a n 
eren E ee e avs, Ap Arr peter N 1 


$4. 
15 ..... ĩ IE u 
n 4 . * s 1 . 2 *. ? * * — * 
T Ws 8 BOY * » . rer n . 
F, WT * . 7, - . y n 2 rn q EC * ES 
5 CO OO on 7 00 EO OR ONT ITN oF 
Eng ns LEN Ie W r . 4 ' l de Oy” . 


EN 


light, and at night; in the houſe, and by the 


road; in the plain, and on the mountain; by 
the ſea ſide, and when they came to ſhore. They 


had every evidence that either their ſenſes or 


reaſon c6uld give them. He communed with 
them, he explained to them the ſcriptures, and 
put them in remembrance of converſations 
which he had with them before he was crucified: 
So that, on the moſt deliberate and full perſua- 
ſion, they preached and teſtified of God, that 


he had raiſed up Chriſt from the dead. 


It has never been thought neceſlary in any 


court of juſtice, or of law, to bring all the evi- 


dence poſſible in any caſe ; but, when the court 


judges the evidence ſufficient, they cloſe the 


proof, and reſt the cauſe upon it. Since, then, 


the witneſſes of the reſurrection of Jeſus were 
competent, and teſtified of what they could very 


well judge, an object with which they were all 
well acquainted, their characters were unexcep- 
tionable, their number ſufficient, the evidence 
is convincing and concluſive, and what, in e- 
very other caſe, would have been ſuſtained as 
valid. EE, SH [ | ett 
A _ deviſed or ſettled an eſtate in favour 
of ſome relations on the 14th of April, but“ it 
was s neceſſary, to make the deed effectual, that 
the 
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the deviſer ſhould live forty days after the date 
of it, that is, to the 25th of May : Some per- 


ſons, pretending to be the heir at law, called the 
deed in queſtion, alledging, that the deviſer or 


author of it died the 14th of April, the very day 
on which the deed was written, and, after that 
day, no man ever ſaw him. 

If the defenders could bring as proof, that the 


author of the deed did live forty days after the 


date of it; that he had been ſeen during that time 
atleaſt on ten or eleven different occaſions, by a 


very conſiderable number of unexceptionable 


witneſſes, who all knew him, and had formerly 


been very well acquainted with him. Though 


they did not think themſelves obliged to trace 
him, and account where he had been, and how 


he had been employed, every moment of theſe 


forty days; yet, that, on the 16th of April, two 


days after the date of the writings, he had been 
ſeen in diſtant places, by five different compa- 
nies, making not leſs than nineteen or twenty 


perſons ; and that, on the 25th of May, at his 
own deſire, there were gathered together an 


hundred and twenty of his friends and acquain- 
tances, who ſaw him ſet out on a journey to 


a foreign land, who condeſcended on the very 


ſpot where he left them, were diſtinet about the 
i Ke — 
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temper in which he was, the very words with 
which he parted from them, and that they fol- 
lowed him with their eyes, till he was out of 
their ſight; many of them even averred that 
they had correſponded with him after he arri- 
ved at the end of his journey, and produced 
vouchers of that correſpondence ; - would any 
candid judge, or jury of reaſonable men upon 
earth, heſitate to find the evidence brought by 
the defenders ſufficient to prove that the deviſer - 
lived forty days after the date of the ſettle- 
ment, and that therefore the deed is legal? 


III. The laſt part of this diſcourſe is to con- 
ſider what inferences or concluſions may juſtly 
follow from this ſubject. Since, upon every 
principle by which the truth of any hiſtorical 
fact has ever been aſcertained, the reſurrection 
of Jeſus from the dead is unqueſtionably true. 

1. This great and notable miracle gives 
weight to all the other great works which he 
wrought, and makes them all credible. For 
one that had power to raiſe himſelf from the 
grave, after he had been three days buried, 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have been able 
to cure any diſeaſe, or to have performed any 
of thoſe miracles whieh Jeſus did, particularly 
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to have raiſed others from the dead. This might 
have been the reaſon for his deſiring the people 
(ſometimes) not to publiſh his miracles, or the 


three diſciples to conceal his transfiguration, till 


the Son of Man was riſen from the dead ; for 
this laſt event would confirm all his former 
pretenſions, and caſt light on much of his paſt 
conduct. To this he early appealed, as the 


voucher of his authority, * Ye will deſtroy. 


* this temple,” meaning his body, and in three 
days I will raiſe it again *. 


2. This alſo manifeſted him to be the Meſſiah 


that was to come, to whom all the prophets 


gave witneſs: The Son of David, whoſe ſoul 
was not left in the grave, neither did his fleth 
fee corruption: David's Lord, who aſcended 
into heaven, and ſitteth at the right hand of 


the Majeſty on high, till his enemies be made 
his footſtool : The Saviour, who, after he had 


made his ſoul an offering for ſin, lives to ſee his 


ſeed, and prolong his days, that the pleaſure of 


the Lord may proſper in his hand . For thus 
was Jeſus of the ſeed of David, according to 
the fleſh, marked and characteriſed to be the 
ſon of God with power, by his reſurrection 
from the dead. 

3. Heroby 


| John ii. 19. I Romans i. 4. 
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3. Hereby the authority of Chriſt, as Judge 
of the world, was openly ratified. He had for- 


merly claimed this power to raiſe the dead, and 
judge all men. He gave ſeveral inſtances and 


- ſamples of his dominion over the grave, by 


bringing back to life perſons who were cer- 
tainly dead. But, raiſing himſelf, when he had 


been dead, to the conviction both of his friends 


and enemies, was a much ſtronger proof of his 


divine power, than if, to gratify the.inſolence 
of the Jews, he had come down from the croſs, 


for that proved he was ſtronger than death, and 
had overcome him. By it God hath given aſ- 
ſurance to all men that he hath ordained his Son 
Jeſus to judge the world in righteouſneſs. 
4. This alſo affords ſatisfying evidence, that 
the atonement which Chriſt offered for the fins 
of men, is certainly accepted. The half of the 
New Teſtament has no determinate meaning, if 
the death of Chriſt was not intended as the pro- 
pitiation for ſin. He ſayeth himſelf, © This is 
the cup of the New Teſtament i in aid 1 | 


© ſbed for the remilſi on of the fins of many *. In 


the ſight of men, he was put to death as a de- 


ceiver, a ſeditious perſon, and blaſphemer ; ; but 
Heaven red the ſentence, and raiſed hin 


3 from 


Matthew xxvi. 28 
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from the dead for our Juſtification, who was de- 
hvered for our offences. 


F. This affords a comfortable ſrantty of the 
reſurrection of all his faithful followers. Chriſt 
did not riſe from the dead as a private perſon, 


but as the head and forerunner of all that be- 


long to him. As, therefore, at his crucifixion, the 
graves of many were opened, to ſhew that, by his 
death, he had overcome him that had the power 
of death; even ſo, to manifeſt the powerful in- 
fluence of his riſing on their reſurreQion, many 


of the bodies of the ſaints, which flept, aroſe, 


and went into the holy city at his reſurrec- 
tion, and appeared unto many. In this, he 
was the firſt begotten from the dead, that he 
might be the firſt born among many brethren, 
who ſhall in due time bear his image. For, if 


Jeſus died, and roſe again, even to them alſo 


that ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him; 
becauſe he lives, they ſhall live alſo. 


6. The reſurrection of Chriſt aſſords good 
reaſon to hope for the ſucceſs of his kingdom. 


By his reſurrection all his offices are ratiſied. 


He hath not only vanquiſhed death, and all his 
enemies, but alſo aſcended up on high, and ta- 
ken to himſelf the power of death and the 


grave. His dominion is an everlaſting domi- 
nion. 
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nion. Though his intereſt may not at all times 
equally flouriſh, yet his kingdom cannot be de- 
ſtroyed; the gates of hell ſhall not prevail a- 
gainſt it. 
Good reaſon, therefore, has the very reſpec- 
table and reverend Society, at whoſe deſire we 
are now aſſembled, to believe that their labour 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. It ſhall nei- 
ther be unrewarded nor unſucceſsful. You 
have at preſent the comfortable reflection, that 
you ſincerely endeavour to promote the intereſt 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, and the ſalvation of 
men. The bleſſing of thouſands that were rea- 
dy to periſh ſhall come upon you; and they 
that turn many to righteouſneſs, you well know, 
ſhall ſhine in the kingdom of your Father, as 
the ſtars for ever ſhine. b 
Your labour, alſo, ſhall be ſucceſsful. The 
good cauſe in which you are engaged, like the 
firſt appearance of the kingdom of its great 
"maſter, was as a grain of muſtard ſeed ; but, 
by the bleſſing of God, on the pious and un- 
wearied care of many worthy and eminent per- 
ſons, who are entered into the joy of their 
Lord, it is grown up into a tree, whoſe branches 
fill the land. About the beginning of this cen- 
tury, it took its riſe from the piety and zeal of 
ſome 


VRP 


ſome excellent perſons of this city, From their 


ſubſcriptions and charitable collections, and the 


later donations of benevolent good men, the ſo- 


ciety has been enabled to ere& 180 ſchools, for 


the moſt part in the Highlands and Iflands of 
Scotland. At theſe ſchools, at preſent, 7000 
children of both ſexes are taught to read, and 
underſtand the principles of our holy religion. 
At many of the ſchools they are alſo taught in- 
duſtry, and trained to uſeful labour and manu- 
factures; ſo that, where ignorance and idleneſs, 
dae; and groſs ſuperſtition prevailed, the 
knowledge of the true God, and of ſalvation 
through Jeſus Chriſt, are early planted in the 
hearts of young ones, in ſuch a manner, as to 
render them virtuous and happy in themfelves, 
and uſeful to their country. The ſame kind 


Providence, we hope, will ſtill watch over this 


good work : And, when matters are finally ad- 
juſted between Great Britain and America, there 
is reaſon to believe that the Miſhonaries ſent by 
the Society to convert the native Indians to the 
goſpel of Chriſt, ſhall have more extenſive and 
eaſy acceſs to Appen the ee | of his 


name. 


and promiſing. But, though all the members of 
the 


Thee pious undertakings are very 1 


the 
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the Society chearfully beſtow their attention and 
care without fee and reward, the work calls for 
Nothing could more clearly 


demonſtrate the utility of this good deſign, how 
unſeparably the ſucceſs of it is connected with 


than the account of the riſe and progreſs of the 
Society, and the ſtate of religion in the High- 
lands and Iſlands of Scotland“ lately publiſhed. 
By it the fields appear to be large; but tares 
are induſtriouſly ſown among the wheat. This 
loudly calls to the watchmen to be more than 
ordinary upon their guard, and to all. the 
friends of religion readily to afford their aſſiſt- 


No part of our ine can be better . 
ployed than what is beſtowed (as the Lord hath | 


proſpered us) to promote this good work. This 


age, and this city in particular, have, on many 
occaſions, manifeſted a very charitable and be- 
nevolent diſpoſition, in chearfully ſupplying the 


wants of the poor, and mercifully providing re- 


lief for the fick and diſtreſſed; We truſt the 
{ame ſpirit will alſo appear in contributing to 
lead 


* Summary Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Soci- 
ety in Scotland, for the ee of the Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, 1783, 


{804 

lead the blind in the way that they know not; 
to ſend the knowledge of ſalvation to the dark 
places of the earth, and to preſerve in the na- 
tion the Proteſtant religion, and civil liberty, for 
which thoſe that went before us laid down their 
lives. Chriſt charges himſelf as debtor for what- 
ever is lent in this way; he will not forget 
your labour of love; he conſiders it as done to 
himſelf, and he will recompenſe it manifold. 

What remains, but that, to every other friend= 
ly aſſiſtance in our power to contribute, we join 
our fervent prayers to Almighty God for the 
ſucceſs of Chriſt's kingdom, that the limits there- 
of may be daily increaſed, and his youth be as 


the dew of the morning. 


Now, bleſſed be the toad our God, the God 
of Iſrael, who alone doth wondrous things, 
and bleſſed be his glorious name for ever 
and ever, and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. Amen, and Amen, 
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ABSTR ACT of the Proceedings of the So- 
ciety for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


from December 1782 to June 1783. 


rn 


A My account of the riſe and progreſs of 
this Society was lately publiſhed, ſhewing the 


Ini $1697 


A* 
importance of the inſtituton, the benefits ariſing 


ii. 


from it, the chief objetts of the attention of the Di- 

i >» 50 i 1 
f and the aid neceſſary to enable them to car- 
nN TH} N 015 * 97 v4 + 3 4464 iD 2915 
their benefi ficent es ns. For the fatisfaQion 


9110 
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has 
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CF 


has been ſo lately narrated ; notice ſhall be taken on- 
ly of new occurrences ſince that time. 

In the ſummary account it was obſerved, © That 
© none of the four miſſionaries, Mr Kirkland, Mr 
* Brainard, Mr Butler, Mr Oacum, employed by the 

Society among the Indian Americans, had been re- 


* 


gularly diſmiſſed from their ſervice; and the Socie- 
ty were reſolved, that, if it ſhould appear that all or 


6 


any of them had faithfully executed their office or 


* 


offices, during the interruption of the communica- 


1 


tion between the mother. country and the colonies, 


* 


when the communication is again opened they will 
„pay their ſalaries.” Farther, If the unhappy dif- 
« ference between Britain and America ſhould, con- 
* trary to their hopes and wiſhes, continue much 
© longer, the Society have it in contemplation to eſta- 
© bliſh miſſions among the Indians, in the vicinity of 
the colonies connected with the mother- country.“ 

In the month of March laſt, the Directors received 
an application, tranſmitted by their Secretary i in Lon- 
don, recommending the Reverend Mr Daniel Simon, 
a native American of the Arraganneze tribe of Indi. 
ans, who had been ſucceſsfully employed for ſix years 

among the Six Nations of , North American Indians, 
and who had been regularly ordained by a commit- 
tee of the Grafton Preſbytery, wiſhing him to be em- 
ployed in the ſervice of he Society. 
The 


> 
— 


1 


The Directors conſidering, that, from the late di- 
ſturbances in America, they have had no information 


from their Correſponding Board for a number of 


years paſt, and are very uncertain whether the four 


miſſionaries, who were in their ſervice at the com- 


mencement of the war, be alive, or continue to offi- 
ciate, were of opinion, that they could not make any 
appointment till they were informed of theſe particu- 


lars: But, from the recommendations they had recei- 


ved in favour of Mr Simon, and from the proſpect of 
his being uſeful, they directed him to apply to the 


Society's Correſponding Board in New Jerſey, ho- 


ping that ſome of its members were ſtill alive, and 
willing to officiate. In the mean time, the Directors, 
in conſideration of Mr Simon” s paſt uſefulneſs, and 


of the expence to which he has been expoſed in co- 


ming to London, appointed their Secretary there to 
pay him L. 3o, to be charged to the debit of the A- 
merican funds. 


IN the ſummary account of the Society, it was 


farther obſerved, * That though, by the ſchools e- 
rected in the ſequeſtered parts of the Highlands, 


N 


* 


A 


La 


only language they underſtood. To remedy, in 


A 


about 


the young were taught to read, yet this was often 


of little uſe to a people who wanted books in the 


ſome meaſure, this evil, the New Teſtament was, 


ti 4 9 


* about fourteen years ago, tranſlated into the Gaelic 
language, and printed at the expence of the So- m 
ciety.“ This meaſure was found to be attended th 
with the greateſt advantages, by affording the people e: 
not only the means of acquiring the knowledge of y 
the moſt important truths, but by exciting in them a . 
thirſt after knowledge, which before they had never f 
diſcovered. 


In proſecution of this meaſure, it was ſome time a- 
go reſolved to tranſlate into Gaelic, and print like- 
wile, the Old Teſtament. As the tranſlation and 
printing of the New Teſtament coſt the Society about 
L. 650, it was plain, that the Old Teſtament, being 
more than three times larger, could not colt leſs than 
double that ſum, even with the moſt parſimonious 
payment for trouble. This reduced the Directors to 
the neceſſity of applying to the Public for aſſiſtance. 
Accordingly, they made an application to the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of this Church, held May 1782, beg- 
ging them to appoint a collection to be made through 
Scotland, to cnable the Society to defray the expence 
of this pious deſign. Their petition was granted, 
and the collection appointed to be made i in the courſe 
of that enſuing year. 

Unfortunately for the Society, it could ſcarcely | 
have been appointed in a worſe ſeaſon. By the ge- 
neral failure of che crop through the country, and 


/ 


(9), 
the abſolute famine in ſome parts of it, there were 
many - pariſhes, well inclined to the Society, where 
the collection could not be made. Of all the pariſn- 
es through Scotland, not above two hundred have 


yet collected; and though the Society acknowledge 


the liberality of ſome particular congregations, yet, 


from the greater part, the ſums contributed have been 


very inconſiderable. A new application was there- 


fore made to the laſt Aſſembly, begging them to con- 
tinue their appointment on ſuch pariſhes as had not 


contributed, which was accordingly done. 

Truſting to the beneficence of the Public, the So- 
ciety have proceeded in their deſign of tranſlating the 
whole of the Old Teſtament. The Pentateuch is al- 
ready printed, and will be ſoon publiſhed. This part 
of the work, after che moſt frugal management, has 
coſt upwards of L. 300; and, as it does not compoſe 

above one-fourth part of the Old Teſtament, the re- 
| maining parts will coſt above L. goo more. The 
Directors ſtill confide in the generoſity of the pious 
and beneficent, that ſuch contributions will yet be 
made as may' prevent them from encroaching on their 
funds, already deſtined to the moſt uſeful purpoſes. 


+ 4 


The Directors farther obſerve, That, by the ex- 


treme ſcarcity prevailing, particularly in the North 
Highlands, numbers of their moſt deſerving ſchool- 
maſters in thoſe parts were reduced to a ſtarving con- 


dition. 


U 


( 6 


dition. In compaſſion to their indigent circumſtan- 


ces, it was propoſed and agreed to, that a limited 
ſum ſhould be ſet apart, out of which a temporary 
ſupply ſhould be granted to thoſe who were moſt nee- 
dy. The greateſt part of this ſum has been already 
diſtributed to ſchoolmaſters, who moſt gratefully ac- 
knowledge the very ſeaſonable relief afforded them. 
The Directors think it their duty, on this occaſion, 
to acknowledge the liberal donations and collections 
made this year by their Correſponding Board in Lon- 
don. They have the pleaſure to think, that the mo- 
ney received will be applied in promoting the moſt 
important intereſts of religion and humanity. 
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